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Greater Wellington Regional Council activities
Ian Kirkman, the GWRC Cycling Co-ordinator, came along to the last CAW meeting and talked about

what GWRC has been doing (and planning to do) in their cycling programme.

Here are some highlights:

Regional cycling maps - The six maps are being put together in one big map, which may be put up on

the website. They probably won't be substantially revised until 2007, but Ian might be able to

incorporate minor changes when they are reprinted.

Visibility Study - 18 sites were surveyed 5-6.30pm to collect data. Found that most commuters have

reasonable lights, but battery power and use of reflective material was not good. In the Wairarapa and

Kapiti, many local people cycled on the footpath. Might look at giving out batteries and reflective gear

next year.

Don't Burst My Bubble: This driver education campaign provoked controversy, and Ian is pleased with

it's success. Next year it will run again pretty much the same as this year, and maybe look at changing

the format the following year. Ian is happy to take ideas from CAW for changes. The artwork will be

the same, but could look at changes to radio ads or photo opportunities.

Lockers at rail stations: Ian says they haven't finalised the ongoing programme, e.g. where they should

be, who they should be allocated to. There hasn't been a good management plan for the lockers - he

will work on that, and then promote them. Coin-in-slot lockers are prone to vandalism.

School education: The Health Sponsorship Council is reviewing the Kiwi Cycling programme and issues

around school training programmes. Ian will offer that GWRC runs pilot schemes.

Group rides: Bike the Bays will be on 11 December, and Bike the Trail either 29 January or 26

February. Ian is looking at starting women's rides next year.

Cycling conference: Ian will be going.

CCDHB: GWRC is working with Capital & Coast DHB on their travel plans. There are about 3000 staff

at Newtown. They are putting in some cycle lockers.

Cycle-Friendly Award nominations
The deadline for nominations is rapidly approaching. We'd like to see some of the good things

happening around Wellington in there, so people don't think we just whinge!

If you aren't sure, or need help with making a nomination, get in touch.

You can make a nomination under any one of four categories:

- Best Cycle Facility Project

- Best Cycling Promotion

- Cycle-Friendly Commitment by Business

- Cycle-Friendly Commitment by Public Organisation

Nominations should be based on activities carried out some time during the 18-month period January

2004 to June 2005.

Nominations close Friday 2 September 2005. For more information and a downloadable nomination

form, go to http://www.can.org.nz/awards.

Spot the Difference!
We have a new PO Box address (27-120). Yeah, well, it might not be dramatic news, but please help

us by changing our address wherever you see it, or let us know where you have seen it so we can

follow it up.

Bike To Work Day 2006
The planning is starting already for next February's BTWD. Over the years, Marilyn and her team have

developed a well-oiled process for running the event. Marilyn has stepped down this year, but we are

hoping it will all work as smoothly as ever.

Do you have some time to help out? We have the beginnings of a team already (Alastair, Murray,

Stephen and Robert), but need others to take on defined tasks over the next 7 months. Please contact

Robert (tel 972 2552; dawbell@actrix.co.nz) if you can help.

Western Corridor
CAW has put in a submission on the Western Corridor Transportation Study, Many thanks to Sridhar

for putting the submission together, and to Paul and Sridhar for attending the information meeting and

raising questions about how the plans would affect cyclists.

The main points of the submission were:

· the Western Corridor is as strategically important for cyclists as it is for other users of the transport
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system;

· it is important for both local journeys and longer-distance cyclists e.g. tourists;

· the NZ Transport Strategy’s pro-cycling aims mean that transport planning requires new ways of

thinking and new priorities;

· CAW supports the objective to reduce reliance on cars, and doesn’t support any major increase in

roading capacity at this time because it is likely to lead to an increase in car journeys;

· Land use and urban design should be included in the Study, with the aim of making cycling a more

viable way of getting around;

· CAW supports upgrading the rail system, and wants to see better conditions for the carriage of bikes

on trains;

· There should be planning and development of regional cycle route networks, with local networks

joined by key linkages for longer-distance travel;

· There should be ‘performance indicators’ included for accessibility by cycling (and walking), and for

cycle usage.

The CAW submission is on our website .

‘Safer Roads’ programme moves forward
The next chapter in WCC’s “innovative community-based approach to making our roads safer for

pedestrians, cyclists and drivers” is starting to roll out. This one covers the Wadestown – Wilton –

Northland area, and WCC has now produced a draft implementation plan that is out for consultation.

For further information, contact saferroads@wcc.govt.nz or phone 499 4444, or check out

www.wellington.govt.nz.

Do you live in, or cycle through, this area? We’d love to hear what you think of the Council’s plans.

Road Safety Co-ordinators say good-bye
We are very sad to note that Cristina van Dam, one of Wellington City’s RSCs, has resigned. Cristina

has been very supportive of CAW’s activities over the last few years, and has gone the extra mile to

look for opportunities to involve us in some really constructive projects, such as the Police Workshops,

running cycle training workshops for school teachers, and several campaigns focussing on driver

behaviour at intersections. She has also been a key person behind WCC’s support for Bike To Work

Day.

She is also a convert to cycling! She used to say we were crazy to bike around Wellington, but we

seem to have convinced her that it is the way to go.

We wish Cristina all the best in the future.

Sadly, we are also losing the Hutt City RSC in August. Barb Cantillon has also been good at keeping in

contact with CAW, and involving us in events such as the Hutt River trail rides, and Bike To Work Day.

In fact, she has probably used the services of Dr Bike more than anyone – and Dr Bike likes to be

appreciated!

We also wish Barb all the best.

Capital & Coast DHB
Patrick has met with the person setting up a travel plan for CCDHB, to talk about how cycling could fit

in to the plan. He has suggested they started up a Bicycle User Group, and has already thought up their

publicity slogan (‘Super-BUG at CCDHB’).

Do you know anyone (including yourself!) working for CCDHB who rides a bike to work at least some of

the time? Please ask them to get in touch with us (caw_wgtn@hotmail.com) and we can pass their

names on.

Airport extension
Wellington Airport Ltd are beginning consultation on their new ‘Runway End Safety Area’ at the northern

area of the runway. They are investigating “a number of conceptual options” at the moment, and don’t

yet know whether they will need to encroach into Evans Bay.

CAW will keep tabs on this project.

Bike News
The funding for the Bike News page has now run out, but Wellington and Hutt City Councils have

assisted with funds for the next two issues. CAW has made an application to the Road Safety Trust for

funds to continue the page for another year.

Thanks to Robert for all his work on the page, as well as the huge job of applying for funds.

News briefs
· Hutt River trail: apparently part of the trail is being sealed soon.

· Manners Mall stands: the cycle stands in Manners Mall are now fixed to the ground. Great progress.

Thanks to Patrick for following this up.

· Cycling Events Check “Events” on the CAW website

· Discussion forums Go to www.mountainbike.co.nz/forum/ for online discussion on advocacy, events,

touring and more.

Got something to complain about?
There’s been discussion at the last couple of CAW meetings about the lack of signage and

consideration of cyclists when work was being done on the Wellington waterfront, and on the Hutt
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Road. The Waterfront route was closed off with no notice given, and cyclists told to cycle on the

footpath on Cable St - neither legal nor convenient. Work sites on the Hutt Rd footpath/cycleway have

had dark barriers put around them and no warning signs, lights etc – making them nearly invisible at

night.

If you come across crazy, annoying, dangerous things like this, PLEASE COMPLAIN! These things will

only stop happening if the workers and their employers get the message that they are not on. Copy

your complaint to us, so we know where the problems are.

When you phone in about a hazard, ask for a ‘complaint number’. Each complaint should be logged, and

you should be able to follow up later and find out what was done about it.

Go to Resources for a list of contacts.

Next CAW Meeting
When: Tuesday, 2 August, at 6pm

Where: Wellington City Council Committee Room, Wakefield St (check the screen in foyer for room no.)

What: Want better and safer cycling? Come along and get stuck in.

Who: Hear Ian Kirkman, Greater Wellington Regional Council's Cycling Officer tell us what GWRC is

doing for cyclists.

Next CAW Meeting
When: Tuesday, 2 August, at 6pm

Where: Note new venue: Wellington City Council Committee Room, Wakefield St

What: Want better and safer cycling? Come along and get stuck in.

Who: Hear Ian Kirkman, Greater Wellington Regional Council's Cycling Officer tell us what GWRC is

doing for cyclists.

CAW Cycle Aware Wellington, www.caw.org.nz, caw_wgtn@hotmail.com Tel 972-2552, PO Box

27120, Wellington

Secretary: Alastair Smith

Windy Wheels is edited by Patrick Morgan

CAN Cycle Advocates' Network: www.can.org.nz
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