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Submissions Urgently Needed
Your help is needed in getting changes made to WCC's draft Transport Strategy. The Strategy is badly
flawed - the few cycling interventions it proposes will have little effect because the main thrust of the
Strategy is 'business as usual'.

WCC have extended their deadline for submissions until 5 pm on Wednesday 24 March.

Please send in your own submission, however brief. Submissions can be e-mailed to
transportstrategy@wcc.govt.nz

We've included a few key points below which you may like to use. If you want some more ideas, a draft
of the CAW submission will be put on our website this weekend, or you can call Robert Ibell or Jane
Dawson on 385 2557. We would welcome feedback on the draft CAW submission.

The draft strategy can be found at www.wcc.govt.nz/policy/current/trans-strat/

David Laing
CAW Chairperson

Some key points for submissions:

the potential for cycling is much greater than implied in the Strategy (e.g. topography is not a
major issue)

1.

Council needs to commit to implementing a cycling strategy, not just to developing one2.
the Strategy must allow for removal of on-street car parking where needed to ensure safety of
other road users (particularly pedestrians and cyclists)

3.

a timeframe and measurable targets are essential, or it's not a strategy (e.g. achieve x%
reduction in peak hour commuter trips made by private motor vehicle by x date; increase the
percentage of commuter trips made by bicycle to 6% by 2010)

4.

if the Strategy is as serious about 'sustainability' as it says it is, it must address the need to
reduce the use of private motor vehicles and pay more than lip service to promoting more
sustainable alternatives

5.

Bike to Work Day attracts record numbers in Wellington
by Marilyn Northcott

Wellington turned on fine weather for Bike To Work Day on Wednesday February 18th, and cyclists
turned out in their hundreds for the free breakfast in Civic Square. We were committed to being there,
because we knew some people would ride, so was able to enjoy a lucky break in the weather.

More than 500 people rode in for the breakfast - a significant increase on the numbers who came to
last year's event. Speakers including Wellington's mayor Kerry Prendergast, Greater Wellington
Chairperson Margaret Shields and Government Ministers Trevor Mallard and Paul Swain made brief
comments. Several speakers highlighted the increase in cycle commuting in Wellington - against the
trend in New Zealand as a whole.

More and more people are cycling to work in Wellington, as census statistics and WCC cycle counts
show. Currently around 2.5 per cent of Wellingtonians commute to work by bicycle, which is nearly the
national average. Nationally, cycle commuting is in decline. Wellington is one of the few places in New
Zealand to buck the trend - here, cycling is on the increase, and we are able to take advantage of this
fact for positive publicity as put out by ourselves and also WCC.

CAW expresses thanks for support from Wellington City Council, Bike Wise and ACC, for breakfast
food sponsorship from Tasti Cereals, Healtheries drinks, Mainland Products and Nui Cafe, and for free
bike checks from On Yer Bike. We had increased sponsorship this year in the way of an extended
radio campaign through Classic Hits 90FM, Commonsense Organics sponsored our leaflet, and also
sponsored the fruit for breakfast.

We actually had a proper budget allotment this year from WCC, and used the extra money to pay a
coordinator and also for promotion for the event. This was most evident in the poster we had especially
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designed and also a bit more was spent on the radio campaign. For now, I would like to add that the
event ran very well, and was extremely well supported by CAW by way of committee members and
also in our membership in volunteering for extra duties. Thank you so much everybody.

Cycle Aware members Andrea, Thomas and Corinne dish out the good stuff at Bike to Work Day.

Calling all Wenches & Blokes - Maintenance Classes for 2004
Under the able tutelage of Simon Kennett, we will once again set out to demystify the mechanics of the
bicycle. There will be various types of bikes to work on, i.e: road bikes, mountain bikes, cross bikes, all
in varying conditions, once everyone brings along their trusty steed. Make your way through brake
checks and adjustments, cables, pedal checks, headsets, wheels, spokes, derailleurs and chains
(cleaning and breaking), right on down to fixing a flat and changing a tube. You can spend this very
productive 4+ hours in a local school hall at a cost of $30.00 per person, coffee, tea, and bikkies
included. Course dates for this year are as follows:

Course 1: Saturday, May 1st (details to be confirmed). To sign up for this course, contact
marilynnorthcotte@hotmail.com

Further courses will be run in July and October, with details to be provided closer to the dates.

Spanish cyclists get naked - and want you to join them

This is the third time this demonstration took place. We have decided to spread our call worldwide. We
invite everyone to join in (twenty people is enough to do it!). We´ll cycle with no clothes on through the
centre of Zaragoza. It´s a defiance to the established power and a bet for civil disobedience.

Stop the dependence on oil! Down with the pollution! Down with textile industry! Naked in front of traffic
against the oil and car dictatorship and its wars. Reclaim the streets for the people.

Source: www.unizar.es/pedalea/ciclonudistas/

Car addiction a threat to children
A website called TheAnti-Drug.com parodies anti-drug materials by pointing out the addictive nature of
automobiles and their threat to human health, especially where children are concerned. The feature
"Kids and Cars: Not a harmless high" includes testimonials such as these:
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Kid's Eye View

When you want the information, you go straight to the source. What do kids think about cars and peer
pressure? How do they feel about experimenting? Lets listen to what kids are saying on the dangers to
them and their families.

Car User Tells Kids It Will Destroy Your Life

"I've been driving for 20 years. I wish I never started. It destroys your body little by little. If you're a kid
and reading this, start learning how to live car-free now, you'll thank me later. "

Teen Tells Parents All Types of Kids Drive

"I'm not a parent but a 17 year old high school student. I want to tell everyone that there is no one
certain group or clique that uses cars. My high school is small (about 650 kids) and, no exaggeration
here, the majority of the students are "into" cars. It's not just the "skaters", the "punks' or the "white
trash", it's everybody. Almost all of the jocks drive, the prom queen, the cheerleaders, and nobody pays
any attention because they think that only the "bad kids" drive. The preppy rich kids with the good
grades and perfect home lives are no exception. Even the cops' kids drive. I know, I've been in a car
with the son of the chief of police. So if you think your child is not the type to get sucked into the
dangerous car-culture by peer-pressure, you'd better think again, because there is no certain type."

Addict Brother

"My brother was two years old when he started playing with toy cars. At the age of 11, he tried a dirt
bike. One thing lead to anther and now he is 15 and he is hooked on cars, trucks and motorcycles. This
has been a very scary time because he also has a 7-month old baby and he does not take very good
care of her. Who ever reads this please keep him in your prayers."

Before Speaking to Your Child about Cars, Know the Facts

"My name is Jeff, I'm 16 years old and I live in Boca Raton, Florida. I am a good kid. I get A's and B's
in school, and I have never once driven a car or any motorized vehicle. I recently moved here with my
Dad (my parents are divorced). Cars are not hard to come upon down here, but the truth is - I am
terrified about them. Parents, before you go to talk to your kids about cars, do some research, know
what your really saying. Don't just slip it into casual conversation. This is important stuff-sit them down,
take them away from what they'd normally be doing. I am also a firm believer in discussing the dangers
of oil-addiction with kids as early as possible."

Source: www.theanti-drug.com/sharing_listening/kids.html

Next CAW meeting

When: Tuesday, April 6, 2004, at 6pm
Where: Senior Citizens Room at the City Library on Victoria St. Take the steps up to Clark's cafe and
then turn left to go past the lift doors.

CAW

Cycle Aware Wellington, www.caw.org.nz, PO Box 11-964, Wellington
Secretary: Geoff Thomas, geoff.thomas@vuw.ac.nz, tel 463 6247
Windy Wheels is edited by Patrick Morgan, (www.morgan.net.nz/contact.php) tel 389 9393

The deadline for the next issue is Tuesday 13th April 2004.

CAN Cycle Advocates' Network: www.can.org.nz
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