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Otaki Cycling Environment & Access Network (OCEAN)

C/- Harry Hall

31 Mountainview Road

Otaki 5512

Removing barriers to cycling 

26 February 2010

NZ Transport Agency

PO Box 5084

Lambton Quay

WELLINGTON 6145

Attention: Mike Pilgrim

NZTA Regional Safety Engineer

Re: Proposed Speed Limit Change – State Highway 1, South Otaki – your ref TRI-08.

We are heartened by NZTA ‘s decision to lower the speed limit on the Otaki Bridge as per the result of the speed warrant assessment by MWH. 

Our disappoint is MHW’s statement that “extending the 70/km/h speed limit to Otaki Gorge Road is not felt appropriate” and your subsequent rejection of the community’s request. We would like to support our continued request for the reduction in speed from before Gorge Road with the following valid points:

1. There is a lay by/access point to the Southern Riverbank on the West side of SH1 about 100 m South of the bridgeheads. The lay-by (with a gate to the River bank) is used by walkers, fishermen and the Regional Council for maintenance of the riverbank, and tree planting. Motorists accessing the lay-by/entrance from the North (which means crossing the road) are a regular occurrence. 

2. Traffic from and to Gorge Road, generated by life style blocks and recreational opportunities in the Gorge, is regular. Motorists find it extremely hard to cross the road at this point. Recreational and sporting cyclists use the Gorge road regularly in a round trip to Te Horo. 

3. Cyclists crossing the bridge and continuing South continue cycling on the West side of the road until they can cross in relative safety at the top of the hill or continue their trip by turning off at Addington Road. This is not safe as motorists descending on the bridge at 100 km/h may not see them and veer into the narrow shoulder and lay-by. 

4. The Welcome signs on both sides of the Southern bridge head was put up by a local IWI.  We refer to recommendation no. 1 by MWH regarding the loss or relocation of those signs. The signs should be moved to a new location before Gorge Road or left where they are and the new speed sign be placed before Gorge Road. The latter would be our preferred solution. 

5. In Europe speeds are coming down in semi urban areas, even in Wellington and Auckland Councils are agreeing to lower speed limits. It must be remembered that Otaki is part of the other three towns in the district. Economic transport such as cycling affords access to movie theatres, swimming pools and other facilities not available in Otaki for our young people, is paramount. 

6. We do not agree with the statement in the Discussion/Conclusions (pg 9, 5th paragraph): “Extending the 70km/h speed limit to Otaki Gorge Road is not felt appropriate as surrounding environment does not provide sufficient development or a natural gateway to the township.” We all have to uphold the law, whether there is development or no development, motorists must obey a speed limit sign.“

7. The crash analysis shows 16 crashes between 2004 and 2008, of which 3 resulted in serious injuries. We compare this to the crash analysis of a local Road, namely the intersection of Ocean Road and Kapiti Road, where in the same period there were 8 crashes and two injuries. This intersection is now being changed to a roundabout at a cost of $150,000. 

With regard to roadside development at this location, we wish to point out that special circumstances operate here as mentioned in the points above, particularly point 1. We also wish to draw your attention to a small town in Otago called Waiola, where the 70 km speed limit begins where there is no evident development. This Government stand for free choice. Our choice to cycle between the towns of the Kapiti Coast is at present denied to Otaki people. 

Our recommendations are:

· That the Welcome signs are shifted to before Gorge Road and the speed limit reduced after this point but still prior to Gorge Road to 70 km/h 

· That NZTA use some of the various ways of narrowing the road at its disposal just before Gorge Road to form an entrance and slow traffic. 

· That the factor of “provision for cyclists and pedestrians” (pg 3, 1st paragraph) be properly taken into account. 

· That NZTA consider the community’s request of a 50 km speed limit on the bridge itself. 

On the day of community action in July last year, the community also asked for off-road parallel pathways to connect Te Waka Road. We understand that the planning, design and costing but for one detail (barrier) has been prepared for one of those off-road pathways. We would therefore ask you if it were possible to meet with you to discuss both the speed limit and the design of this section between Te Horo Beach Road and Te Waka Road. 

We look forward to your reply.

Yours sincerely

Elisabeth Mikkelsen

cc. Fabian Marsh,

cc Robyn Gardener, Traffic & Safety Engineer

