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Cyclists who take their life into their hands when they bike between Feilding and Palmerston North will be thrown a lifeline.

Work on the first section of the commuters' cycleway should start by the end of the year, in an effort to keep cyclists safe from speeding trucks and encroaching traffic.  

An estimated 10,000 vehicles travel between the city and the town each day of the working week.  

The 12km cycleway would be separate from the road and follow the railway line, Feilding to Palmerston North pathway project committee chair David Stroud said.

"There's a lot of cyclists who don't use the access road from Palmerston to Feilding because it's awfully dangerous."

A committee of 16 had worked on the project for two years but it was time to start building the route, which would be at least 2.5m wide and suitable for road bikes, he said.

"We're trying to get ourselves sorted at the Feilding end.

"Initially, we can get all the way down to Kung Foo corner [Newbury Line and Waughs Rd intersection]."

But the rest of the route cannot be mapped because the pending Bunnythorpe bypass and Palmerston North ring road would dictate what is the safest route for cyclists, he said.

Mr Stroud didn't know how much the cycleway would cost.

Government funding could be sourced from either the $50 million National Cycleway project or from the New Zealand Transport Agency.

"It will either be tourism or commuter driven, so funding depends on that," Mr Stroud said.

But the Manawatu District Council indicated it could cost about $6m in its 10-year plan process.

Mayor Ian McKelvie said the projected cost would fund a "Rolls Royce" path and it could be done for less.

Mr McKelvie, a keen cyclist, said he would don his lycra bike shorts and use the route.

The council had about $200,000 sitting in the bank for the commuters' cycleway, he said.

The Palmerston North District Council allocated $1.5m over the next three years to build the cycleway to Roberts Line.

Mayor Jono Naylor said improvements to the railway overbridge would cost $1.2m.

Construction of the Palmerston North end would probably begin in the 2010/11 financial year, Mr Naylor said. Editorial, P8. Collaborative approach is needed by all districts, P4.

Plan to draw cycle tourists 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/manawatu-standard/news/2721867/Plan-to-draw-cycle-tourists 

By BRONWYN TORRIE - Manawatu Standard (P4)
Last updated 12:00 05/08/2009

Getting more tourists' bums on bikes riding though Manawatu could be the answer to the region's tourism woes. 

But a collaborative approach by all districts was needed to tap into the $50 million National Cycleway project, Destination Manawatu chief executive Lance Bickford said.

Cycling tourists dodge Manawatu by either taking the State Highway 1 route or State Highway 2 route via Hawke's Bay.

"They're not coming through the middle, which is our issue.

"At the moment most tourists are trying to get from Taupo to Wellington to get to the South Island as quick as possible."

Mr Bickford said Manawatu wasn't known as a "classic" tourism destination, but this could easily be turned around.

"New Zealanders' perception of the region is holding us back."

He said the Government would be approached for funding in the next few months once a few cycle routes were mapped out.

"I don't want to know where every cycle route is.

"Where are the main routes for mountain biking and tourist cycling routes?"

Feilding to Palmerston North Pathway Project committee chairman David Stroud said a route could be linked with the proposed mountain-to-sea track ending in Wanganui. He envisaged the route continuing through Bulls, Feilding, Palmerston North, Foxton and further south.

"It seems to be a logical way to continue that track all the way to Wellington."

But local authorities would also have to front up with cash to make it happen, Mr Stroud said.

Manawatu Mayor Ian McKelvie said it would take a lot of work to get the regions roads "cycle friendly".

"Of course, if communities are enthusiastic it will happen."

Mr Mckelvie said he wasn't sure if Manawatu could compete for funds from the National Cycleway project.

"I think we would struggle for a tourist route."

Palmerston North Mayor Jono Naylor was more optimistic and said the city council would look into funding tourism cycle routes.

"I think we've got some quite interesting possibilities but it seems at the moment central Government have set their seven high-priority routes.

"Unfortunately we weren't included in that, but certainly we'll do out homework for the next round."

A public meeting is being held tonight from 7.30pm at Community House, Manchester Square, Feilding to discuss routes in the region.
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On our bikes! A cycleway to link Palmerston North and Feilding. What a great idea, and one that's long overdue. Let's do it, people. 

I freely admit to being fervently pro-cycling. One reason I love living in Palmerston North is because it's a city of the right size and topography to easily bike where you want to go.

It's fitness, fresh air and doing something feel-good for the planet in lots of easy turns of the pedals. Unless the wind's blowing against you, of course. Then it's fitness with a capital F and some other words that are best muttered sotto voce.

Now the Palmerston North City Council's getting on top of the broken glass on the roads issue, and has provided cyclists with cycle lanes, the only bit that's not to like about biking in this city is the odd driver who persists in seeing cyclists as targets.

Or, more correctly, not seeing cyclists at all the drive-by-Braille crowd. But this does keep the adrenal glands active and working..

What I've never been keen about is braving biking outside the city limits, where the speed limit hurtles up to a scary 100kmh. I suspect I'm not alone. Getting accidently slurped up in a heavy truck's slipstream isn't desirable for anyone.

So the Feilding to Palmerston North Pathway Project Committee's plan to have a 12km cycleway built between Palmerston North and Feilding, roughly following the railway line, wins my wholehearted approval. I hope it'll win the approval of all the groups who have to agree before it can happen.

If it does go ahead, work will start at the end of the year.

There are benefits on several levels, not least that residents of both places will have an easy, economical way to travel between the city and the town.

Suddenly amenities in both places open up to anyone who has a bike and a helmet, but who mightn't have a vehicle or bus fare.

It could also cut down traffic congestion. Every weekday, at least 10,000 vehicles travel between Palmerston North and Feilding people commuting to work and home again.

In summer months at least, a 12-plus km bike ride to work wouldn't be too onerous. Look at the popularity of the cycleway that now links the city and Massey University.

And tourists would be able to use it. It won't be the Otago rail trail, but what's wrong with aiming to have something like that in future?

It could be used as a link in the chain of excellent mountain biking tracks and routes that already exist in our region.

ONE MORE THING
Congratulations to Massey University for its $1.1 million CT scanning facility to help diagnose animal health problems at the veterinary hospital.

It's the only one of its type in New Zealand and it's a world-class addition to our internationally accredited veterinary science degree. Animals will benefit from this facility, and so will the students who learn from using it.

New Zealand as cyclists' mecca 
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My View - Karl du Fresne

OPINION: The cycleway could be a political winner after all. 

Apparently John Key hasn't ridden a bike since his school days. Metaphorically speaking, that may explain why his cycleway plan looked decidedly wobbly at first.

At the February jobs summit, the national cycleway was touted as just that a virtually unbroken cycling route stretching from the Far North to Bluff.

It was oversold politically and Mr Key's shiny new bike, unequipped with trainer wheels, appeared to be weaving unsteadily towards a muddy ditch. Labour waited in gleeful anticipation of a humiliating face-plant.

Perhaps overeager to show the jobs summit wasn't just a pointless talkfest, the government greatly overstated the cycleway's potential to create jobs while conveniently underestimating the cost.

It quickly became apparent that $50 million, the figure initially bandied about, wouldn't even begin to cover the planning, land acquisition and construction costs.

For a while it looked as if the national cycleway would become the National-led government's first seriously embarrassing failure.

But Mr Key regained control of his wayward two-wheeler and last week a greatly scaled-down cycleway plan emerged. It consists of seven cycle tracks, some of them partly in existence already, at an estimated cost of $9 million. About 300 jobs will be created, less than 10 per cent of the optimistic figure first mentioned in February.

The plan for a cycleway running the length of the country hasn't been shelved; it has simply been broken into manageable, bite-sized chunks that will be tackled as resources permit.

Much of the scorn that greeted the idea in February seems to have evaporated. This suggests that while people were justifiably sceptical about the overhyped

mark-one version, they see the revised model as achievable.

The reaction from councils in the districts where the first tracks are to be built was positively euphoric. Significantly, the cycleway also got enthusiastic endorsement from the Greens demonstrating, again, Mr Key's ability to reach across traditional political divides.

One can almost sense Labour's despair that the cycleway, which only months ago looked close to being stillborn, could yet become a political winner for Mr Key and National. There is a visionary element to it, and the timing crucial in politics seems right.

Only agriculture rivals tourism for economic importance to New Zealand. People already come from all over the world to enjoy our scenery. But the cycleway plan has the potential to exploit a powerful new dynamic in tourism the desire for the feel-good factor that comes with being healthy and environmentally friendly.

If this type of tourism can work anywhere, it should work in New Zealand. Access to some of our most beautiful and remote country is limited because the fractured topography makes it difficult to build highways. But many back-country areas were opened up in the 19th century for logging and mining, and many of the tracks created then still exist.

In other hard-to-reach parts of the country, access roads were built from the 1930s onwards to allow the construction of electricity transmission lines. Many of these routes are rideable or could be, with relatively little work.

I know because I've ridden some of them myself. My mountain bike has taken me to breathtakingly beautiful, out-of-the-way places that most people never see. You could reach them on foot, but walking is too slow (and, dare I say it, too boring) for all but the seriously committed tramper.

Examples? The 42 Traverse through wild bush country in the Central North Island, so named because it passes through what was once State Forest 42; the 112km Rainbow Road, which cuts through soaring mountain ranges and lonely tussock high country between North Canterbury and Nelson; the Dunstan Trail, along which miners travelled through the other-worldly Rock and Pillar Range to get to the Central Otago goldfields; and the Maungatapu Track, once the main route from Marlborough to Nelson, now a pylon maintenance road that takes you past Murderers' Rock, scene of one of New Zealand's most infamous crimes.

Then there are the routes that cyclists are barred from due to opposition from trampers, such as the Heaphy Track, which with relatively little effort could be adapted for dual use.

It's not wildly fanciful to visualise New Zealand as a recreational cyclists' mecca, with all the economic benefits that conjures up. The hugely successful Central Otago rail trail gives just a hint of the possibilities.

