
Open Streets Initiatives in NZ 
The gateway drug for walking, cycling and 

connecting communities 
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• Chloë Dear, Events Production Team Manager, 
Christchurch City Council 
 

• Debbie Lang, Senior Regional Walking and 
Cycling Coordinator, Auckland Transport 
 

• Claire Pascoe, Transport Liberation Ltd, 
Wellington/Los Angeles. 





Walking and Cycling in Wellington 

• Highest levels of walking in the country – 10% 
of trips to work.  

• New ‘cycling’ mayor in 2010 

• WCC budget increased from around around 
$50k - $4.2million within 5 years.   

• Cycling numbers doubled between 2006 and 
2012 

• Great Harbour Way shared path 

  

 



Miramar Peninsula Ciclovia timeline 
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Advertising 

• Facebook 
• Newspapers 
• School communities 
• Posters in libraries, rec 

centers, businesses in CBD 
and local area 

• Promoted through 
workplace network 

• Promo at National Go By 
Bike Day 

• Roadside banners 
 



Successes 

• Crowd numbers 

• Enthusiasm for more 

• Location 

• Family focus 

• Activities 

 

 

 



• Weather 

• Volunteer management 

• Politician participation 

• Leveraging  

Successes cont 







Challenges 

• Funding 

• Car parking 

• Conflict zone with vehicles 

• Local business resistance to full closure 

• No police presence 

• Location on the outskirts of town 

 



Where to next? 

• “Let’s have a real event!” 

• 2014 route proposed as regular Sunday 
closure 

• New one-off events planned for inner city 
locations 

• Local government ownership 

• Considering including more activities 

• Inclusion of businesses 



Questions? 

Claire Pascoe 
claire.pascoe@gmail.com 
Wellington, New Zealand 


