Elisabeth Mikkelsen E: emikkelsen@xtra.co.nz


	Otaki Cycling Environment & Access Network (OCEAN)

C/- Harry Hall

31 Mountain View Road

Otaki 
	P: 64-6-364-8187

F: 64-6-364-8185

E: emikkelsen@xtra.co.nz
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Kapiti Coast District Council

Private Bag 601

PARAPARAUMU 

Re: CHOOSING FUTURES: KAPITI COAST DRAFT COMMUNITY OUTCOMES 2009 

General comments

We support the outcomes expressed in the LTCCP outcomes document 2009; particularly the outcomes dealing with sustainability.

In 2007 the Draft Strategy for Managing  Transport on the Kapiti Coast 2007 was produced and hearings held. The cycling community supported this strongly. It is unfortunate that this strategy is still being worked on according to information from Council today (10/2/09). This strategy put provision of access for the Disabled, walkers and cyclists at the top of the hierarchy. Kapiti Coast District Council will have made huge steps toward being a truly sustainable community when the principles in this strategy becomes the direction for transport in the district. 

Our submission supports strongly the extension to Otaki of the Kapiti Coastal Cycle/Walkway system. 

Specific Comments 

Outcome 1.

Bullet point 2:  a coastal walkway and cycleway from Paekakariki to Otaki and north.  

The proposal for the pathway was given to KCDC with 900 signatures in 1999 by two groups: Kapiti Cycling Inc (then called OCEAN) and KEA.  Almost 10 years later practically nothing has been achieved to complete the trail to Otaki or even to Te Horo. The pathway can achieve the following for the district:

1. Employment of construction teams (infra structure spending in hard times)

2. Increase in economic activity ie B&B occupancy rates, shuttle services, café and restaurant income, art and craft purchases and other shopping incomes.

3. Employment increase in tourism such as tour guides, cycle shops, restaurants and cafés. I quote from Otago Central Rail Trail Trust’s: Economic Impact and Trends Survey 2008:

“ A total of 552 full-time and part-time staff were reported to be employed and a significant number of these employees are employed part-time, both during the summer and winter seasons. The majority of business staff earn between $12.50 and $20.00 per hour including 235 part-time staff employed during summer compared with 147 part-time staff during the winter season.”

The Kapiti Coast is close to a big city (Wellington) and will attract families and young people who like to cycle for recreation. The Kapiti Coast is an excellent cycling destination during the three seasons, summer, autumn and spring – being flat, sunny and with beautiful views. People are also increasingly choosing active holidays in place of inactive travel. Package tours as for the Otago Rail Trail would be an attraction for locals as well as tourists. 

In 2006 the local cycling group Kapiti Cycling Inc (formerly OCEAN). called a meeting to form the Kapiti Coast Rotary Pathways Trust (now in existence) for the foremost purpose of extending the pathway to Otaki. 

We further refer to Choosing futures: community outcomes 2004: 

Section 16.2 That Greater Otaki is a place that:  

“has increased the number of cycle lanes and cycleway link network across the District.”

Outcome 6:

6.3 bullet point one: in and out of Otaki at all times both north and south – please add: there is also a need for buses to carry bicycles. Refer: Regional Cycling Plan, December 2008: 

“Improve Cycling and Public Transport Integration (b) feasibility of carriage of bikes on buses: Investigation complete”.

In this section (outcome 6) Council should also ensure that Cycling infra structure allows young people to choose cheaper transport modes for getting to work and for sport and social interaction in the larger centres. 

6.10 could include the construction of a mountain bike park. Constructing a mountain bike park will be relatively low cost in comparison with recreation centres and swimming pools. It will also attract volunteer help from the cycling community. 

Outcome 7:

7.3  the statement:  “an extensive walkway, bridleway and cycleway system” is misleading. Unfortunately the cycleway system is a long way off to being extensive and there is a very serious missing linkage to Otaki. The linkages on the state highway is the responsibility of NZTA, but KCDC needs to advocate for the work being carried out. Refer: Regional Cycling Plan p. 3 

“Their role (NZTA) in implementing this cycling plan is to carry out improvements to the cycling network where appropriate and feasible on or across the state highway network, and to assist and advise TAs make improvements broadly parallel to state highways. This will primarily be the urban and peri-urban environment and will seek to address needs identified by TAs and the local community.” 

REFERENCES: 

 Otago Central Rail Trail Trust: Carla Jellum, Arianne Reis:  Economic Impact and Trends Survey 2008: http://www.otagocentralrailtrail.co.nz/ (link at bottom of this page).  

Greater Wellington Regional Council: Transport: Regional Cycling Plan, December 2008

� The research was conducted by Carla Jellum and Arianne Reis, who were independently contracted through the Otago Central Rail Trail Trust. Both Carla and Arianne are PhD candidates in the Department of Tourism and are employed as Assistant Research Fellows in the Centre for Recreation Research, School of Business, University of Otago. 
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