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EDITORIAL 

You Cyclists! 

In the tearoom at work last week, one of my non-cyc ling colleagues was 
complaining about a cyclist he had encountered on h is trip to work in his 
large 4WD.  The cyclist had gone through a red ligh t.  A motorcyclist then 
piped up with his sad (sic) story of a cyclist who yelled at him when he 
rode his motorbike in a cycle-lane.  Another non-cy clist then looked at me 
and said “I bet you don’t follow the road rules eit her, you cyclists are all 
the same”. 

I have not really thought of myself as a typical cy clist and have in fact 
wondered if I should be editing ChainLinks at all a s the only cycling I do is 
riding my bike to work five times a week – and if t he weather is terrible I 
don’t always do that.  All other travel is done via  foot, bus or car.   

However after some thought, I came up with some cha racteristics which 
make me one of “you cyclists”. 

When I see someone pulling a mangled bike out of an  accident 
scene, shivers run up my spine. 

When a vehicle almost hits me, I get upset.  (OK, a ctually I turn 
from a mild-mannered accountant into a yelling, swe aring nutcase.) 

When I drive a car, I treat cyclists as king of the  road.  (Need to 
cross a lane in busy traffic?  Look for the car wit h the bright pink interior – 
the driver will hold up the traffic for your safety .)  

 I appreciate the fitness benefits of cycling, even  though I am one of 
the slowest cyclists on the road.  When I can’t be bothered going for a run, 
I know that at least I have had some exercise. 

 I know that starting my work day with a ride throu gh the park 
beats sitting in a car in traffic. 

I speak up for cyclists whenever I get a chance, as  “us cyclists” are 
reducing traffic congestion and pollution and the s afer it is for “us cyclists” 
the more of “us cyclists” there will be.  

Jean Dorrell, ChainLinks Editor 
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___________________________ 
 

Still available: CAN ‘One Less Car’ backpack covers ! 

 

Keep your stuff dry, 
increase your visibility on 
the road and identify 
yourself as a CAN member 
with one of these 
waterproof, incredibly loud 
yellow backpack covers. 
Reflective strip, the CAN 
web address and ‘One 
Less Car’ in big friendly 
letters on the back- 
remind those car drivers 
why they should love you. 

One size only: now 
available to CAN members 
for $25, and to non-
members for $35. To 
order, send your cheque 
to: CAN, PO Box 6491, 
Auckland, with your 
name, address and 
contact phone or email. 

___________________ 
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NOTICES AND EVENTS 

Cycling Advocates' Network, Annual General Meeting - Agenda 
Saturday 18 November 2006, 5:00 p.m. 

Turnbull  House, Wellington 
1. Attendance & apologies 

2. Minutes of 2005 AGM 

3. Matters arising 

4. Officeholders’ reports: 

(a) Chairperson 

(b) Treasurer 

 - audited accounts for 2005 

 - auditor’s appointment and remuneration 

 - accounts to date for 2006 

 - 2007 budget 

5. Election of Executive: 

Chairperson 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

3-5 other Executive positions 

6. Notices of motion: 

(a) Honoraria 

(i) "Before each AGM, the chair of CAN writes to al l Exec members and  
office holders (incl. Chainlinks newsletter, web ma ster etc.) to  thank them 
for their work over the year. They are offered thei r choice of a $50 gift 
voucher (subject to the CAN Exec ensuring that the finances are adequate) 
from: 

- Sounds music vouchers  - Dick Smith Electronics 

- Body Shop    - Ground Effect 

- CAN merchandise 

...which they can choose to take up or not, by resp onding by a certain 
date." (proposed: Bevan Woodward) 

7. Any other business 

(a) CAN Policy statement (draft revision to be circ ulated for discussion 
and ratification) 
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CAN Do and Tenth Birthday Celebrations 
Wellington, 18/19 November 2006 

The annual CAN Do, CAN's national planning and trai ning workshop, will 
be held in Wellington on the weekend of 18 and 19 N ovember. This is a 
chance for CANners to help plan the future of the C AN, to learn, to gossip, 
to ride bikes and to generally have a good time. 

It's also a chance to celebrate CAN's tenth anniver sary and all we've 
achieved in the last decade. There's sure to be a p arty.  

The weekend will include the Cycle-Friendly Awards ceremony at 
Parliament and our AGM. Other activities include ri des, social events, a 
planning session, opportunities for groups to share  successes and 
problems, and training in advocacy or technical mat ters. 

We'd like to hear from you about what you think sho uld be included. Get 
in touch with Simon Kennett, simon.kennett@can.org. nz, 04-499 4967, 
027-449 1844; or Fiona Whero, fiona.whero@can.org.n z, 03-366-2645, 027 
449 1845. 

There will be extra financial assistance available through the CAN 
Networking Project as well as CAN's regular subsidi es to help members 
with travel and accommodation costs. 

This is going to be a great weekend - put the dates  in your diary now. 

�  �  �  

Environmental issues that matter to you. 
The Ministry for the Environment would like to meet  with you, your 
community and your councils to talk about environme ntal issues 
important to you, including:  
• adapting to the impacts of climate change and pro gress on flood risk 
management  
• national environmental standards for the environm ent and infrastructure  
• progress on water and waste  
• effective environmental reporting.  
The Talk Environment Roadshow will be visiting 17 l ocations around New 
Zealand between 27 October – 10 November 2006.  You  are invited to 
attend a meeting at a location near you.  
Meeting Locations: 
Auckland City, Blenheim, Christchurch, Dunedin, Gis borne, Greymouth, 
Hamilton, Invercargill, Napier, Nelson, New Plymout h, North Shore, 
Palmerston North, Queenstown, Tauranga, Wellington and Whangarei.  
For details on meeting dates, times and locations, further information on 
topics, and to register to attend a public meeting,  please visit our website: 
www.mfe.govt.nz/talkenvironment/  or by calling freephone 0800 TALKENV 
(0800 825 536). Please register early, as places ar e limited. 
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LETTERS TO CHAINLINKS 

I would like to respond to Peter King’s letter in t he last ChainLinks 
berating the editor for her dream of having all car  parks turned into bike 
stands. Good on Peter for expressing his view but I  disagree. I loved the 
picture of the car shaped bike stand. I also think that enabling people to 
grasp the concept (dream) of having significantly f ewer cars on the roads is 
one of the most important roles CAN has. We are so addicted to the private 
motor car in NZ we can’t imagine life without them.  Many societies 
function very well with the majority of people usin g public transport, 
cycling and walking rather than private cars, and t hey’re not impoverished 
backwaters, they’re great places to live. Keep us d reaming of a society with 
less cars, and keep up the cool pictures and good h umour – the issues are 
often big and difficult and it’s good to have a bit  of a laugh now and then. 

Steven Muir 

�  �  �  

Putting cycling and cyclists in the right perspecti ve 

I read Peter King’s comments on ChainLinks issue Ju l-Aug 2006 and 
thought I would like to express my personal opinion  on the points / issues 
he has raised. 

I don’t see anything offensive about the picture in  the May-Jun issue of 
ChainLinks. As a cyclist, I see it more as humour. In fact, I don’t see how 
this can lead New Zealand to become an impoverished  state like Albania. 
In fact, exactly the opposite is likely to take pla ce. A good example is 
London. When Ken Livingstone came with his proposal s to cut down the 
number of cars coming to the CBD and get more peopl e into cycling, the 
media painted a picture of all doom and gloom. They  tried to create an 
impression that reducing the number of cars would m ake London less 
liveable and the city would lose its charm. Well, s ince Ken introduced 
congestion charges, Londoners have taken to cycling  in a big way and this 
is growing at the rate of 50% a year. Far from any doom and gloom, 
London is more liveable now and the economy has not  slowed down. In 
fact, after the terrorist attacks on London’s under ground, the whole public 
transport network came to a halt, cars could not mo ve due to traffic 
blockages and diversions. Suddenly, all cycle store s found their stocks 
disappearing as Londoners found cycling was the onl y way they could get 
back home. Only 4% of all kiwis cycle to work. Comp are this to more than 
10% that many European cities have and still have a  better economic 
growth rate compared to New Zealand. 

I do agree with some of Peter’s comments, i.e.  Dro p our negative approach 
on cycling issues but be positive as well as the ne ed to build partnerships 
with other agencies to promote cycling. However, I disagree with some of 
his observations. 
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Although cycling does require a certain level of fi tness, it has also been 
found to help bring about that level of fitness. Wh ile I took 40 minutes to 
cover a 2 km uphill climb in my first attempt, I ca n now do twice that 
distance in half the time. I find myself more energ etic and alert than I was 
before cycling – a fact Peter will agree with, sinc e he is himself a cyclist. A 
colleague of mine at my previous work place is much  smaller than me, but 
has a much better cycling capacity and can easily b eat me in any race. 

Cycling and asthma – While I sympathise with asthma tics, I doubt they 
should not cycle. Ok, let me throw fictions out and  bring in facts. I will 
draw your attention to the British Medical Associat ion’s publication 
“Cycling towards health and safety” (1992). The stu dy found that since 
breathing exercises have always been recommended an d have helped 
asthmatic and bronchitis patients for a long time, “Moderately vigorous 
cycling is therefore a suitable way of doing this”.  Still not convinced? My 
colleague claims he gets significantly fewer asthma  attacks since he 
started cycling to work more than two years ago. So , here is something 
they can try – it is still a choice. 

Cycling and obesity – The same journal is dedicated  to cycling’s benefits in 
improving health and explains how, far from killing  them, obese people will 
benefit a lot from cycling. Obese people who exerci se regularly have been 
found to have a risk of heart attack no greater tha n normal exercisers, 
whereas sedentary obese people have five times the risk. 

Yes, there are some cyclists with bad behaviour on the road, but they are a 
small minority, similar to the small minority of mo torists. I have found the 
majority of motorists and cyclists to be law abidin g. 

Sridhar Ekambaram 

P.S. Although I am one of the executive members of CAN, the views 
expressed above are purely personal.  

�  �  �  

Flying with Bikes 

We recently flew to Sydney using Jetstar and were c harged $350 for 
overweight. Yes, we had a fair amount of stuff, but  most of the weight was 
in our bikes, one trailer and the packaging. Some c yclists might be happy 
to throw their bikes in a bag or box and hope for t he best, but we, and no 
doubt many other cyclists, would be devastated if o ur bikes arrived 
damaged. We have seen the result in the form of a f riend's bike, which was 
beyond repair. 

We have since found out that Virgin Blue (and any o f their subsidiaries) 
only count a bike (or other sporting article) as 5k g, no matter how heavy it 
is. This leaves you with 15 kg for other gear, whic h should be plenty.  So 
FLY VIRGIN BLUE if you are travelling with your bik e. (And don't abuse 
the system by filling your bike box up with other s tuff!) 
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We are looking forward to our first flight with Vir gin Blue in a few weeks 
time and will let you know if it fails our expectat ions. 

Lyneke Onderwater, writing from Mackay, Australia 

�  �  �  

SHARE THE ROAD, SAY CYCLING GROUPS  

Cyclists are asking motorists and cyclists to bette r share the road after a 
spate of cyclist deaths and injury crashes.  

National cycling organisation BikeNZ today called f or nationwide 
campaigns to educate motorists and cyclists on how to co-exist safely on 
the road.  

BikeNZ Chief Executive Rodger Thompson said "These recent crashes don't 
tell us that cycling is necessarily unsafe, but the y do show an urgent need 
for changes in driver and cyclist behaviour.”  

BikeNZ's member organisations also want to see acti on. Mark Ireland, 
President of road and track body Cycling NZ, said, "I am very concerned 
with the current behaviour of some of the general p ublic and motorists 
towards cyclists and with daylight saving having ar rived, there are many 
more cyclists out on the road and greater potential  for unpleasant 
incidents."  

Recent incidents involving competitive cyclists hav e included a bunch of 
riders in Te Awamutu being hit from behind, and Tau ranga cyclists being 
threatened with a baseball bat and assaulted.  

The chairperson of the Cycling Advocates' Network ( CAN), Robert Ibell, 
said, that very few motorists actually deliberately  set out to harm cyclists. 
"Many motorists are unsure about how they should be have around 
cyclists. CAN is concerned that driver training and  licensing doesn't deal 
with this."  

"Motorists and cyclists both need to use the roads wisely and safely, but 
motor vehicles pose a much greater risk. That means  that motorists have 
an extra duty of care," said Mr Ibell.  

With increasing numbers of commuter, recreational a nd competitive 
cyclists, BikeNZ is calling for the Government to f und and co-ordinate a 
nationwide Share the Road campaign, including telev ision advertising. It 
also wants to see all New Zealand children receivin g cycling skills training 
at school.  

"We welcome a Land Transport New Zealand initiative  to pilot a best 
practice training course and look to the Government  to fund its rollout 
around the country," said Rodger Thompson.  
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BikeNZ has committed itself to help educate its mem bers and other 
cyclists. It will also be talking to Government age ncies, the AA and the 
Road Transport Forum about ways to get messages to motorists.  

According to BikeNZ, Transit NZ and local authoriti es have an important 
part to play by ensuring there's enough space for b oth cyclists and 
motorists, and by educating road users.  

BikeNZ has some simple tips for motorists and cycli sts. Some of the most 
important are:  

Cyclists 

Motorists 

Media Release, BikeNZ, 5 October 2006 

�  �  �  

$28 MILLION PLAN TO PROMOTE HEALTHIER LIFESTYLES IN  
SCHOOLS 

Promoting healthy eating and encouraging Kiwi kids to become more active 
is the focus of a new action plan for schools and e arly childhood education 
services, says Education Minister Steve Maharey. 

The plan is part of Mission-On, a new $67 million g overnment-wide 
campaign that aims to tackle obesity by improving n utrition and reversing 
declining levels of physical activity among young K iwis. 

· work on your cycling skills 

· know the road rules and follow them 

· ride predictably, in as smooth a line as possible 

· signal your intended moves in traffic 

· ride at least a metre out from parked cars 

· occupy the lane where your safety requires it 

· wear easily visible clothing and use lights at nigh t 

· ride in single file where riding two abreast create s an obstruction 

· indicate turns and avoid overtaking a cyclist just before turning 

· leave at least 1.5 metres between you and a cyclist  when overtaking 

· if there's no room to overtake a cyclist safely, wa it 

· slow d own and give cyclists a wide berth when overtaking on the open 
road 

· check behind you before opening car doors (both sid es) 

· keep your speed down when visibility is bad (such a s when sun is in 
your eyes) or there are lots of cyclists and pedest rians around 

· know where your blind spots are, especially in truc ks, vans or buses 
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"The government will invest $28 million in major ne w initiatives that 
support schools and early childhood services to pro mote healthy eating, 
and teach skills and attitudes that encourage kids to be active throughout 
their lives," Steve Maharey said. 

"As Kiwis, we often portray ourselves as sports-lov ing and active. It's of 
huge concern that New Zealand children are followin g a global trend in 
declining levels of physical activity and increasin g obesity from a very 
young age. Poor nutrition is associated with lower academic achievement 
and poor school attendance. 

"Schools and early childhood services, along with p arents and 
communities, have an important role in ensuring chi ldren gain the skills 
and habits they need for a healthy life. While many  schools and early 
childhood services have already made major changes,  more needs to be 
done and the wider community also need to be engage d and take 
responsibility." 

Initiatives specific to schools and early childhood  services will include: 

In addition to initiatives announced today, the gov ernment has several 
existing programmes in place to enhance physical ac tivity in schools. 

Press Release, Minister for Education, 21 September  2006 

�  �  �  

· Changes to the National Administration Guidelines, requiring school 
boards to develop policies that promote and achieve  healthy nutrition, 
and reduce the consumption of unhealthy foods and d rinks 

· New guidelines to help schools provide healthy food  options , including 
a food and drink classification system  

· A regional nutrition fund available to schools, whi ch will support the 
implementation of guidelines  (this initiative is p art of an agreement 
with the Green Party) 

· A social mar keting campaign, including a toolkit for schools to  use, 
national and local advertising and research on the effectiveness of the 
campaign 

· Professional development support for teachers to st rengthen and 
improve the teaching of food and nutrition educatio n  

· Work to reduce consumption of unhealthy foods withi n early childhood 
services 

· A programme of high- profile events to encourage students to get 
involved in learning about nutrition. 
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NEW CAN REP FOR BIKENZ BOARD 

Bevan Woodward has resigned as the CAN representati ve on the board of 
BikeNZ due to work commitments. His place will be t aken by Axel Wilke. 

In his two years on the board Bevan did a great job  of representing CAN's 
interests and participating generally in the govern ance and running of 
BikeNZ. Many thanks, Bevan for all your hard work o n behalf of CAN! 

Axel is a member of the CAN Executive and one of it s Technical Advisors. 
Axel's contact details are: 

Tel: 03-343 8221 (w) 

03-366 9493 (h) 

027-292 9810 (mob) 

Fax: 03 343 8228 (w) 

E-mail axel.wilke@can.org.nz 

Thanks to Axel for taking on the role. 

�  �  �  

PRESENTATION BY OVERSEAS ROAD SAFETY EXPERTS 

Duxton Hotel, Wellington, was the venue for a short  presentation by 
overseas road safety experts, organized by TRAFINZ (the Local Authority 
Traffic Institute) of which Wellington City Council  is a member. The visitors 
had been the keynote speakers at the TRAFINZ confer ence in Queenstown 
a few days before, the theme of which was Transport  Sustainability. 

Presentations were made by: 

Jorg Beckmann - Executive Director of European Tran sport Safety 
Council,  

Kate McMahon - Head of Road Safety Strategy Divisio n, UK,  

Anders Lie - Head of Road Safety Strategy, Swedish Road Administration 
and  

Prof Ian Johnston – Director, Monash University of Accident Research 
Centre. 

It was interesting to note how, despite the theme o f transport 
sustainability, all speakers except one focussed so lely on road safety. 

Jorg Beckmann  mentioned several interesting European initiatives : 

· European Environment Agency monitoring of transport  performance 
(see http://themes.eea.europa.eu/Sectors_and_activi ties/transport) 

· European Transport Safety Council's (ESTC) Road Saf ety Performance 
Index (see http://www.etsc.be/PIN.php) 
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· The ESTC's  'Vulnerable road user Organisations In Cooperation across 
Europe' (VOICE) Europe-wide campaign to protect vul nerable road 
users (see http://www.etsc.be/Voice.php) - one of t heir initiatives is an 
award for motor vehicle manufacturers who design to  protect 
pedestrians 

 

There is a big variance in road safety performance between high achievers 
like UK, Germany, France and low-achievers like Lat vian countries. New 
Zealand fits into the middle category along with co untries like Spain and 
Italy. 

Anders Lie  showed how Sweden had appalling crash statistics t ill the 70s, 
after which they adopted a “Vision Zero” approach. The idea was to aim for 
zero crashes and fatalities. Although the magical f igure is yet to be 
achieved, there has been a steady reduction. The ro ot of success is a 
combination of changes to road codes and (equally i mportant) changes in 
driver culture. From a society that was highly tole rant of fatalities, the 
Swedes are now totally intolerant of bad drivers. 

According to Anders, there is no use aiming at just  a reduction in road toll 
by say 10% or even 50%, because the other 90% or 50 % give room for 
complacency. Vision Zero is: 

· A vision for many stakeholders 
· An ethical platform 
· A shared responsibility 
· A safety philosophy 
· A driving force for change 
 
Kate McMahon  said the British have been more successful in brin ging 
down casualty rates among school children by adopti ng practical school 
travel plans. They have gone a step further and off er a carrot and stick 
policy to bad drivers. Bad drivers are kept off the  road and given incentives 
to become good drivers. Good drivers are in turn re warded. They are also 
getting the minimum driving age increased from 15 t o 18. (You might have 
seen Kate McMahon interviewed by Susan Wood on Frid ay August 11 th , 
recommending increasing the minimum driving age and  being rejected by 
Harry Duynhoven.) 

Interesting initiatives Kate mentioned include: 

· Department for Education & Skills - "Travelling to school: an action 
plan" (see 
www.dft.gov.uk/stellent/groups/dft_susttravel/docum ents/page/dft_s
usttravel_024011.pdf) and "Travelling to school: a good practice guide" 
(see 
www.dft.gov.uk/stellent/groups/dft_susttravel/docum ents/page/dft_s
usttravel_023992.pdf) 
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· Department for Transport - Gloucester Safer City pi lot project (see 
www.dft.gov.uk/stellent/groups/dft_rdsafety/documen ts/page/dft_rds
afety_504563-11.hcsp): "The systematic application of an urban safety 
management strategy has reaped benefits in casualty  reductions." 

· Department for Transport - mixed priority routes: t he DoT is working 
with 10 Local Highway Authorities to see how main u rban roads can be 
made safer and more pleasant for all road users wit hout causing major 
traffic disruption 

· Department for Transport - Birmingham Inner City De monstration 
Project: builds on the Gloucester project. 

· Department for Transport - Dealing with Disadvantag e / 
Neighbourhood Road Safety Initiative 

 

Prof Ian Johnston  was critical of driver attitudes, especially of pe ople with 
those big gas-guzzling cars capable of making speed s in excess of 100 
mph. He questioned why car speedometers needed to g o to 200kph+. He 
mentioned the generally accepted view that a 5% dro p in speed results in a 
10% drop in fatalities. 

According to him, safety is being traded for reduci ng journey times (which 
Anders Lie confirmed is not allowed in Sweden). Wha t he showed was that 
a 5% reduction in speed did not have a significant increase in journey 
times and yet resulted in a significant reduction i n fatalities. The number 
of stops, not speed, determines urban journey times . Prof Johnston quoted 
several studies, including one by the Royal Automob ile Club of Victoria 
(Australia) in which motorists driving aggressively  as close to the speed 
limit as possible saved 5 minutes over a 60km journ ey but used 30% more 
fuel than motorists taking a laid back approach. 

He talked about car fleet owners who had introduced  'eco-driving' policies 
(financial rewards for lower fuel usage) which had led to substantially 
reduced fuel costs and (unexpectedly) to lower insu rance bills. He 
suggested that fleet owners should ensure that the cars they bought had 
speedometers with lower maximum speeds shown and/or  with speed 
limiters installed. Government agencies also needed  to be fussy about the 
types of cars offered by hire car companies (e.g. n o SUVs). 

Throughout the 2 hr session (that included lunch), there was a significant 
emphasis on driver attitudes and enforcement of law s, meaning you need 
two hands to clap. People have to accept responsibi lity for their actions 
and the community has to also accept responsibility  for letting bad drivers 
on the road. At the same time, you can have any num ber of laws, but they 
are of no use without significant police presence a nd law enforcement on 
the road.   

One of the ideas floated in the presentation was to  start off a nation-wide 
debate and get people involved in the necessary cha nge. I think this is 
important and our forum can give it a head start.  
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On the sidelines of the presentation, I had a chanc e to talk to Jorg 
Beckmann and introduce myself as a cyclist and a cy cling advocate. Jorg 
was of the opinion that Wellington was a very cycle -friendly place and 
seems to have more cyclists than anywhere else he h ad observed in New 
Zealand.  

Sridhar Ekambaram, CAN Exec Member 

�  �  �  

Are you keen to see more people cycling more often 

in New Zealand? 

��������� 	�
���
� ����� � � ����������
��
�������
 

 

BikeNZ is currently recruiting to the position of Advocacy Manager.  

This key role will carry out BikeNZ’s lobbying function and work with cycling 
advocates, local government and central government agencies throughout the 
country to promote cycling as an everyday way to travel. You will need excellent 
written and oral communication skills, be self-motivated, and have media liaison 
experience and good business management skills. 

You’ll also need strong strategic planning skills and vision to deal with national 
transport issues as they relate to cycling, as well as an ability to work on a 
diverse range of practical cycling issues. A clear understanding of the 
relationship between the health, education, environment, economic and transport 
sectors would also be useful. 

The Advocacy Manager will held develop BikeNZ’s overall role and work on the 
integration between day-to-day, recreational and competitive cycling. 

For a copy of the Job Description or to submit an application, email BikeNZ 
Operations Manager, Mike Byrne, at mike.byrne@bikenz.org.nz  

�  �  �  

HOT OFF THE PRESS…  

What does a modern Arab Emir do when he sees his peo ple growing 
fat and their diabetes figures climbing?  He builds  them a 35km 

bicycle track so they can get into the saddle and r ecover that lean 
and healthy look Omar Sharif once made famous. 
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But what if his sheikdom is a desert with 50-degree  centigrade 
temperatures so blazing hot you break into a sweat changing TV channels 
and nobody in his right mind leaves the cool shade?  

He air-conditions the cycle path and puts up a cano py to keep the sun off.  
Doesn’t everyone?  By the end of 2007 the world’s f irst a/c bike path will 
be a reality in Qatar, a peninsula on the western s hore of the Persian Gulf, 
says Dr Adnan Rahman, a consultant with Rand Europe , an independent 
think-tank based in bicycle-rich Holland. 

Qatar is all sand on top of more gas and oil than p ractically anywhere.  
Officially, temperatures never rise above 50 degree s:  at that point, by law, 
it becomes too hot to work, and that’s unproductive .  But the plan is to 
make cycling possible any time along the bike route . 

It will be between 5 and 7 metres wide, made of a n ew type of low-density 
tar designed to cope with the high heat, probably c oloured white and open 
to all types of bicycles and in-line skating and ro llerblading.  “Its primary 
function is recreation,” Rahman explained at a work shop during the Velo 
Mondial 2006 congress in Cape Town.  “The decision to do the project was 
based on health.” 

Cold water from deep under the sand will be fed thr ough a cooling surface.  
Tiny solar cells virtually painted onto the canopy roof provide power.  
Qatar is a conservative Arab country but the Emir’s  one of the region’s 
most enlightened heads of state.  And in a country where women did not 
drive cars until fairly recently, there’s no ban on  them cycling.  “We did 
consult religious leaders.” 

Other practical and cultural issues emerged.  “Arab  robes aren’t suitable 
for cycling,” Rahman said.  “They get caught in the  chains and the gears.  
And the rider’s position on a bike wasn’t modest; y ou can see the other 
guy’s backside.”  So the consultants approached uni versities and design 
schools to come up with acceptable cycle clothing a nd a new shape of bike 
that would not be offensive. 

The path links the old town with the new city centr e of Doha, the capital, 
and flows along the Persian Gulf coastline, touchin g museums and 
restaurants, art galleries and shopping centres.  I t’s a cycle-safe scenic 
route;  under- and over-passes avoid any contact wi th motorized traffic. 
What will it cost?  Qatar ranks up there among the very rich Arab nations 
and financing won’t come at the cost of affordable housing for the poor.  Dr 
Rahman didn’t have the final figures but said “abou t 25% per kilometer of 
the cost of building a kilometer of highway.” 

The Emir wants this to be a work of art, a showcase  for his country to 
draw visitors and athletes, as well as portly Qatar is.   
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CYCLING NEWS FROM AROUND NEW ZEALAND 

Cyclist's death under bus third calamity for riders  

A cyclist's death under the wheels of a tourist bus  yesterday was the third 
horror crash involving a cyclist in a week.  

It is thought the man collided with the front of th e southbound bus before 
ending up behind the vehicle near the middle of Sta te Highway 1 in the 
Waikato.  

His mangled bike stayed wedged beneath the bus. Pol ice say there is no 
suggestion the bus driver was at fault in the accid ent, which happened 
about 2km south of Taupiri at Hopuhopu shortly befo re 11am.  

"It appears as if the cyclist was heading south, an d he may have somehow 
veered into the path of the bus," said Sergeant Mar c Hepworth of the police 
highway patrol.  

Good quality equipment and clothing indicated the m an was a serious 
cyclist who was probably on a training ride. 

The bus had 31 Korean tourists on board, including children. None was 
hurt though a number were shaken and upset. But the  man's death comes 
amid growing anger from cyclists who say they are f requently targeted or 
put in dangerous situations by careless motorists.  

On Monday night a 52-year-old almost had his leg se vered in a collision 
with a 4WD at Gulf Harbour, north of Auckland.  

And a 17-year-old was left paralysed from the chest  down after he was 
forced from the road in west Auckland last week.  

Police are still hunting for the driver of the vehi cle.  

Other cyclists angered by the driver's apparently d eliberate attempt to 
force the cyclist off the road say they are regular ly struck with objects and 
"buzzed" by motorists.   

Police are investigating a complaint from competiti ve cyclists Brian Biggs, 
Simon Wilder and Gordon McCauley, a Commonwealth Ga mes bronze 
medallist, over an alleged road rage incident in Ku meu last week.  

The cyclists say that after an argument the driver rammed into Mr 
McCauley's bike, causing $1000 worth of damage, the n got out of his 
vehicle and "started pushing us around".  

Mr Biggs said: "We get it all the time. I was out r iding about six weeks ago 
through Remuera and someone drove past and threw an  empty bottle of 
Heineken at me." 

On another ride, Mr Biggs said, someone leaned from  a vehicle and 
whacked him with a rolled-up newspaper. 
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Advocacy group Cycle Action Auckland said cyclists were often intimidated 
by motorists, who seemed to resent sharing the road .  

NZ Herald, 27 September 2006 

�  �  �  

Council prioritises moves to reduce speeds near cit y schools  

Auckland City says it’s backing a new process for p rioritising 40km/h 
speed zones for schools with highest risk of road-r elated crashes. 

A speed zone trial at St Josephs School in Onehunga  started in May and 
has already shown a significant reduction in motori sts’ speeds during busy 
times before and after school. 

Council’s transport and urban linkages committee sa ys it now supports 
extending travel plans to enable more schools to pa rticipate. 

School travel plans are part of the council’s overa rching strategy to create 
more travel choices and make it safer and fun for s tudents to walk or 
cycle, or catch the train or bus to school. 

The council is also launching a Bike Better safety programme in 
intermediate schools. 

Transport and urban linkages committee chairman, Ri chard Simpson, 
says the road safety initiatives play an important role in encouraging 
sustainable travel to and from school. 

“Trends for school travel are clearly untenable,” s ays Mr Simpson. 

“Of the city’s 76,000 school children, 54 per cent arrive at school by car 
each morning. We’re determined to get more children  walking and cycling 
safely to school.” 

Mr Simpson says the council has already achieved su ccess introducing 
walking school buses, with more than 1800 children participating. 

“I’d like to thank all school staff, parents and st udents working towards 
making their school a walking and cycling school.” 

The Times Online, 27 September 2006 

�  �  �  

Christchurch lawyer tackles Le Tour stages 

Christchurch lawyer Ken Lord has just had the adven ture of a lifetime – 
cycling five stages of Le Tour de France.  He was n ot among the field of 
riders contesting Le Tour, however, although he did  ride the stages on the 
same day. 

A partner of Parry Field Lawyers in Christchurch, K en joined one of three 
packages offered to cycling enthusiasts by Kiwis at  Le Tour. 
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This saw him tackle the steep winding five stages i n the Pyrenees.  Each 
morning, the group would set out from their hotel t o ride the stage, making 
sure they finished in good time to get a spot on th e road to watch the 
crème de la crème of world cycling race past. 

"A million people come out every day to watch this event.  Le Tour de 
France is the second biggest sporting event in the world. 

"It was just unbelievable to be part of all the act ion – to be cheered on by 
thousands of people lining the route and keen to se e some cyclists in 
action. 

"We had a tremendous time, cycling the stages befor e the tour and then 
stationing ourselves two feet from the peleton when  it comes through. 

"Those guys are just unbelievable.  It was fabulous  to get that close.  You 
can see the passion in their eyes," Ken said on his  return. 

Even after the tour has swept through, the cyclists  "reign supreme", with 
some 8,000 on the road one day.  And they get to le ave first.  The cars 
simply have to wait. 

"It was unforgettable," Ken says.  "It was just a f abulous time.  I'd love to 
go back and do the Alps next year."  (Kiwis at Le T our offers three 
packages: the Pyrenees, the French Alps and the Cha mpagne Tour.) 

"It's just great to have these things, because they  absolutely spark you into 
a different lifestyle," he said. 

Ken first started cycling about six years ago, taki ng up the activity to 
enhance his general fitness.  Then came competitive  riding.  "It's mainly 
general fitness, but I like to race.  I race to giv e an edge to my training." 

Most Saturdays will see Ken competing and he plans to enter the national 
road championships in October.  At last year's even t, he was about half 
way through his age group field in the time trial a nd is feeling "reasonably 
confident" about his target for this year's event. 

"It even helps me with my work," he said.  "It's st aggering how you need to 
be mentally alert when you're cycling.  And once yo u've done this, I think 
you attack problems in the same way.  You attack th em with a mental 
toughness." 

Cycling, both as a way to improve health and fitnes s and as a competitive 
sport, "is on a huge increase", Ken said.  "In fact , there's a 76-year-old who 
races.  It's a great sport for keeping going." 

A specialist in charities, trusts and asset plannin g, Ken is convener of the 
NZLS Property Law Section's Trusts & Wills Technica l Committee. 

LawTalk 

�  �  �  
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A NATION EMBRACING CYCLING  

 BikeNZ has launched a new Strategic Plan (2007-201 0) that will guide its 
work towards achieving the Vision of ‘A Nation Embracing Cycling’ . 

Following a successful 3-year business start-up pha se involving 
partnership building, recruiting a team of 18 profe ssional staff, and 
building a commercial platform to fund operations, BikeNZ is now focusing 
on achieving 5 strategic objectives by 2010:  

1. Developing cyclists who have the ability to succ eed in key 
international events.   

2. Increasing participation in all forms of cycling  – competitive, 
recreational and commuter (everyday).  

3. Creating high public awareness about cycling und erpinned by a 
strong and positive media profile .  

4. BikeNZ to be recognised as having best practice governance and 
management at every level of its operations.  

5. Generating sufficient resources (people, finance s, equipment and 
facilities) to develop and grow cycling at all leve ls.  

“Our mission is to service our six Member Organisat ions and develop 
cycling at all levels,” said BikeNZ Chairman, Arthu r Klap. “We have now 
entered an important period of consolidation where we must ensure our 
services and programmes are truly world class. Over  the next 24 months, 
BikeNZ will begin working in the area of regional d evelopment in 
supporting the regional organisations and clubs of our Member 
Organisations”.  

Klap went on to say, “With cycling being prioritise d within SPARC’s new 6-
year High Performance Strategy to London 2012, ther e are performance 
targets we must meet. Expanding our BikeNZ Europe-d riven programmes 
[based out of Limoux, southern France] will be key to our future success, 
not only at Beijing [2008 Olympics] but also at the  2012 London 
Olympics”.  

BikeNZ will lead the delivery of this integrated St rategic Plan, which 
represents the sporting, recreational and advocacy growth development 
targets of the following Member Organisations:  

· BMX NZ  · NZ Schools Cycling Association  

· Cycling NZ  · NZ Masters Cycling Association  

· Mountain Bike NZ  · CAN 
 

Bike NZ Press Release, 20 September 2006  
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�  �  �  

FULL OF FINE IDEAS BUT NO COMMITMENT 

Last week, kayakers took their craft to Tuam Street  to protest against the 
Central Plains Water scheme. The next day, the frie nds of the Edgeware 
pool were on the march again to protest against the  Christchurch City 
Council's decision to close their neighbourhood swi mming spot. Which 
recreational group will be the next to vent its con cerns to the council? 
Odds on it will be the city's cycling community, wh ich has looked on with 
dismay at what appears to be glorious inaction on t he part of the council 
over cycleways. Councillors are due to hold a semin ar next week over the 
issue, with controversial Riccarton Road to the for e, and they should meet 
with a sense of deja vu. About this time last year,  the council held a 
seminar on cycleways. This followed the abrupt deci sion in June last year - 
made without considered staff advice - to slap a mo ratorium on new 
cycleways. One seminar, a workshop and three formal  council meetings 
later, and after some none-too-subtle prompting fro m staff about the 
potential legal and financial implications, the mor atorium was lifted in 
November. 

At the time, Mayor Garry Moore complained that if t he ban on new 
cycleways remained, the city would be cast into dis repute. When it was 
removed, he said cycleways had become a heightened council priority.   

The problem is that in the months since there has b een no evidence of this 
new priority, leading to the suspicion that a back- door moratorium has 
persisted in the first New Zealand city to have int roduced a cycling 
strategy. In the greater scheme of things, this mig ht seem to be a minor 
issue, but it does raise some questions about decis ion- making that should 
concern ratepayers. The council meetings and semina rs that dealt with the 
issue late last year had a common theme. Councillor s would turn up 
armed with concerns about the safety of particular cycleways or cycleways 
in general and about the fact that the number of ch ildren cycling to school 
was not rising. Staff would generally turn up armed  with point-by-point 
rebuttals of the councillors' arguments and with wh at seemed compelling 
legal reasons for the moratorium to be lifted, incl uding the conflict with the 
council's own cycle strategy. 

Even when councillors realised that they had no cho ice but to lift the 
moratorium, this decision came with a request for f urther information on 
24 points raised in a previous workshop. The staff duly reported on these 
points, noting that virtually all the concerns rais ed around the council 
table could be dealt with without needing to change  the cycle strategy. 
Typical of this saga, the report included some poin ted criticism of 
councillors' arguments. For example, the question " Is it safe to provide 
cycle lanes?" was turned on its head to become "Is it safe to not provide 
cycle lanes?" When this report went before the coun cil on February 2, it 
was promptly kicked to the touchline of non-decisio n- making portfolio 
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councillors for yet more consideration. Now council lors are clearly 
extremely nervous about cycling issues, no doubt du e to concern that they 
would be blamed whenever serious injury or a fatali ty occurred on a 
council cycleway. No-one would suggest that council lors should 
automatically accept staff advice on this or any is sue without the ability to 
ask for further reports. Behind the scenes, a marke ting report on strategy 
has been done, as has planning work on Riccarton Ro ad, which is at the 
cutting edge of the debate over cycleways. This iss ue has now been 
dragging on for more than 14 months since the morat orium was imposed, 
and surely it is time that firm political decisions  were made to give 
certainty to the public over council policy and all ow staff to plan with 
confidence. 

According to the council, its seminar next week wil l have a "new emphasis 
of direction". Any emphasis and any direction would  be desirable. Because 
these seminars do not have decision-making powers, it is a fair bet that 
any progress on key cycleways such as Riccarton Roa d will be far from 
immediate. Cycling is but one of several issues whe re the council needs to 
show progress has been made. This time next year, t he local body election 
campaign will be into full swing. Early indications  are that after the famine 
of major issues in 2004, the next contest will be a  veritable feast. The 
council needs to provide closure or at least solid progress on a raft of 
matters, including long-running issues such as two- laning Lichfield Street, 
the City Mall, kerbside organic recycling, Lyttelto n Port's future, the Urban 
Development Strategy, traffic congestion and, most recently, the sure-to-
be-controversial revamp of Hagley Park.   

All too often, fine ideas are launched in these are as but appear to stall. 
Which is why councillors must be prepared to tackle  the tough decisions to 
back up their theoretical commitment to cycling. If  they cannot, is this - 
like the Edgeware pool - an issue that might be cha mpioned by 
Christchurch Central MP Tim Barnett, about whom rum ours of a foray 
into local politics have been swirling for months? Put another way, was it a 
coincidence that this year Barnett hopped on a bike  and rode in Le Race to 
Akaroa? 

The Press, 23 August 2006  

�  �  �  

OVERSEAS CYCLING NEWS 

Waterway to get to Work, by Bike 

Canal tow paths were never built for speed. They we re designed for horses 
to trudge along, lugging barges and their non-urgen t loads. More recently 
they have become the favourite haunt of people enjo ying gentle pursuits 
such as walking, fishing and boating. But they have  now become the 
favourite route of new users who are in much more o f a hurry - cyclists. 
British Waterways reports a notable increase in bik e journeys on towpaths, 
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partly because of improvement works, through a lott ery-funded project, to 
create a nationwide network of cycle lanes. But tra ditional canal users are 
not happy. They complain that towpaths have become "cycle 
superhighways". They are being pushed off these nar row paths, they say, 
by the sheer volume of cyclists in a tearing hurry to get to and from work. 
In short, towpaths have become the new front line i n the battle between 
pedestrians and cyclists. And, at the moment, it is  the cyclists who are 
winning.  

The Guardian, September 2006  

�  �  �  

Court ruling 'threatens cycling boom’ 

A court ruling which could threaten the government' s sustainable 
transport strategy by "criminalising" cyclists who refuse to use cycle lanes 
has been condemned by transport groups.  

Daniel Cadden, 25, was found guilty earlier this mo nth of "inconsiderate 
cycling" for riding on the road rather than a cycle  path in what 
campaigners believe is the first case of its kind. 

They fear that if the ruling sets a precedent it co uld undermine the recent 
renaissance in commuter cycling in Britain.  A spok eswoman for Transport 
2000, which campaigns for better public transport, warned: "If this ruling 
becomes commonplace, it could put the recent boom i n cycling at real 
risk."  

Mr Cadden is appealing against the magistrate's dec ision, which also saw 
him fined £100 and forced to pay £200 costs. 

He was pulled over by police last September on the B5072 in Telford and 
accused of holding up motor traffic by not using cy cling facilities. 

A segregated cycle path runs alongside the other si de of the road. 

Mr Cadden claimed he was travelling at more than 20 mph and that motor 
vehicles were breaking the law by overtaking him ac ross double white 
lines. 

District judge Bruce Morgan rejected his argument a bout the poor state 
and dangers of the cycle path, and found him guilty  of breaching the 1988 
Road Traffic Act. 

Campaigners fear that if the ruling is used against  other cyclists, it could 
deter current and would-be riders from taking to th e saddle. 

Today the campaigns director for the Cyclists Touri ng Club, Roger Geffen, 
warned that the ruling came at a particularly signi ficant moment for 
cycling commuters, as the Highway Code is being upd ated. 
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He said: "The Department [for] Transport received c omplaints from 11,000 
cyclists this year when their draft consultation of  the new Highway Code 
came out, which had added a clause saying that cycl ists should use 'cycle 
facilities where practicable'. 

"That has now gone back for reconsideration with a final draft expected 
next year. Meanwhile, this case could be crucial, b ecause the Highway 
Code can be quoted in criminal and civil cases. 

"The government's current national standards for cy cling allow for riding 
on the carriageway and now a cyclist has been crimi nalised for doing just 
that. 

"The government is keen to encourage more people to  cycle more often for 
health, the environment and congestion.  If this ju dgement becomes the 
norm our worst fears could be realised." 

A spokeswoman for the Department for Transport refu sed to comment on 
the individual case of Mr Cadden but insisted that ministers had "no plans 
to make the use of cycle facilities mandatory". 

In 1996, the Conservative government published the first-ever National 
Cycling Strategy, under transport minister Stephen Norris, which 
promised to double cycling by 2002 and redouble tha t by 2012. Neither of 
these were met. 

When Labour came to power a 1998 transport white pa per led to a 10-year 
transport plan in 2000, which set a target of trebl ing cycling by 2010. That 
target was then dropped in 2004. 

Cycle use in London has risen 72% in five years in London, approaching 
the level of some continental countries, although v arious figures suggest it 
has fallen back across England as a whole. 

The CTC has launched a legal fund to aid Mr Cadden' s appeal against the 
judgement.  The chair of the Cyclists Defence Fund,  Colin Langdon, said: 
"This is an extremely regrettable judgement and I f ully expect it to be 
contestable.  Daniel Cadden clearly needs to take l egal advice about the 
options open to him. 

"However, this is exactly the sort of case for whic h the fund is always in 
need of donations, so that we can defend the rights  of cyclists as road 
users and more generally to raise awareness of cycl ists' position in law." 

The magistrate involved, district judge Bruce Morga n, hit the headlines 
last year when he acquitted a police driver of dang erous driving and 
speeding who reached 154mph without sirens or flash ing lights, accepting 
his argument that he was "honing" his driving skill s. 

A retrial in that case has been ordered after a hig h court appeal. 

The Guardian, August 19 2006 
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Bike lanes prevent over-correction by drivers, bicy clists, reducing 
danger even on narrow roads 

By studying the interactions of drivers and bicycli sts on Texas roads, 
transportation engineers at The University of Texas  at Austin have 
discovered that having painted bike lanes on street s and roads helps both 
commuters stay in safer, more central positions in their respective lanes.  

“Without a marked bike lane, there appears to be a lot of uncertainty 
about how much space each person needs -- even when  adequate road 
space is provided,” said Randy Machemehl, the Nasse r I. Al-Rashid 
Centennial Professor in Transportation Engineering and director of the 
university’s Center for Transportation Research (CT R), where the study 
was conducted.  

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) prov ided $114,000 for 
the study conducted on two- and four-lane roadways where bike lanes had 
been added. The results are posted at the CTR’s Web  site at: 
www.utexas.edu/research/ctr/pdf_reports/0_5157_1.pd f.  

Cities such as Austin and San Antonio where the stu dy was conducted are 
considering how to increase bicycle lanes as part o f meeting federal 
requirements of the Clean Air Act. Before the study , little was known about 
the best approach for adding bike lanes to existing  roadways for commuter 
comfort.  

TxDOT follows recommendations from the American Ass ociation of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials to have five-f oot-wide bike lanes. 
However, existing roadways can be too narrow to ret rofit that way.  

By studying videos of thousands of passing events i nvolving 31 paid, 
volunteer cyclists, and combining that with data fr om other studies, CTR 
researchers determined the best approach for narrow er, retrofitted 
roadways.  

Often, four-lane roadways provide 24 feet for traff ic moving in one 
direction. The surface could be re-striped to provi de a 10-foot-wide 
motorists’ lane and a 14-foot-wide, outside lane th at is unmarked for 
shared use. Or the outside lane could be marked to clearly show bicyclists 
have the outer four feet. 

Ian Hallett, a CTR graduate research assistant, and  David Luskin, a former 
CTR research scientist, found that cyclists on a ro ad that provided an 
unmarked, four-foot lane tended to hug the curb dan gerously close. Safer 
cyclist behavior occurred with a striped lane the s ame width.  

Motorists in the outside, 10-foot-wide lane general ly behaved similarly. 
Without a marked bike lane, they veered away from b icyclists, crossing 
into the next motorist lane nearly nine out of 10 t imes.  



 25

Often, they veered so far in an apparent effort to avoid a collision that they 
swerved a full four feet into the next motorists’ l ane. 

“You could put a whole car between the bicyclist an d them,” said Hallett, 
an avid bicyclist who’s logged thousands of miles i n Austin.   

With a striped bike lane, six of 10 motorists swerv ed, but those who 
swerved only encroached about 40 percent as far. 

To ensure that the study findings would be broadly applicable, the CTR 
engineers chose volunteer cyclists of different age s, gender and cycling 
experience to observe during more than 8,000 passin g events. The 
videotaping occurred in 2005 between February and M arch.  

Taking advantage of Luskin’s statistical expertise,  the pair then combined 
the behavioral information from the 120 hours of vi deo with results from a 
national study of a similar mix of cyclists. That 1 998 study for the Federal 
Highway Administration involved asking hundreds of cyclists how safe 
they would feel in various road situations shown on  film. 

“We went out in the field and actually observed wha t cyclists do out there, 
and what the situation was for motorists as well to  expand on others’ 
work,” Luskin said.  

The researchers have provided the study’s combined results on computer 
software to inform transportation officials’ decisi ons about bikeway 
changes. 

Previous studies had suggested other benefits of ma rked bicycle lanes. 
Some had shown that bicyclists stop at intersection s more often and obey 
general traffic rules better when roadways are mark ed to include them.  

Bicyclists are also less likely to ride on sidewalk s when on-street bike 
lanes exist. When they ride on sidewalks, studies h ave shown that it 
increases their accident risk 25 times. This occurs  primarily because 
motorists pulling onto roadways tend to focus on st reet traffic. As a result, 
a driver may fail to see sidewalk bicyclists and co llide with them when the 
cyclists cross a driveway where motorists are mergi ng into roadway traffic.  

“Bike lanes reinforce the concept that bicyclists a re supposed to behave 
like other vehicles, and make life safer for everyo ne involved as a result,” 
Hallett said.  

University of Texas – College of Engineering, September 18, 2006  

�  �  �  

Bicycle must become a priority for urban mobility, evidences a 
meeting of 40 European cities 

Three European projects about promotion of bike mob ility and sustainable 
transport, gathering about 40 European cities and t heir partners, met 
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together in the Polish city of Augustow, so as to c ompare their efforts and 
consider strategies for enhancement of urban bike m obility. 

On 6-8 September 2006, in Augustow (North-East Pola nd), participants of 
38 European municipalities, public actors and NGOs met in occasion of a 
meeting between 3 European Cooperation Projects on the issue of 
promotion of bike mobility. 

Baltic Sea Cycling, UrBike and MoCuBa are 3 Europea n projects of 
cooperation between cities, cofinanced by the INTER REG European 
Program. They met in occasion of a workshop organiz ed in this city of the 
Podlasie Region by the Baltic Sea Cycling project. 

During the 3-day workshops, all participants stated  a similar need to  
make mobility by bike, by foot and by public transp ort, a real priority, and  
concretely take the measures that will allow citize ns to move by bike safely  
and pleasantly. 

Participants indeed felt they were participating in  a historic moment 
because of  the contact established between new EU member cities (from 
Poland, Hungary,  Lithuania, Latvia and Cyprus) wit h cities from former 
EU members that have  the same needs and the same w ill. "We observe 
that cities from East and South of Europe have simi lar reactions against 
mobility problems than us in Sweden", says Gunnar P ersson, project 
leader of Baltic Sea Cycling in  Örebro. 

Indeed, these EU projects showed that bike mobility  is not anymore an 
option, but has become a priority step of good traf fic planning, and more 
generally a valid tool for urban sustainable develo pment. "Bike mobility 
has now become a mainstream tendency in urban mobil ity, and it is 
probably a wise choice in the current context of hi gh oil prices", noted 
Raphael Calvelli, working with City Factory for Mun icipality of Sevilla, lead 
partner of Urbike. 

The bike is a particularly good complement to publi c transport networks, 
noted participants: "public transport companies sho uld now provide bike 
integration through setting protected bike parks ne ar the train stations 
and allowing to carry bikes on buses and trains," e xplained Michael 
Frömming, coordinator for the MoCuBa project ('Mobi lity Culture for the 
Baltic Sea Area'). This expectancy is addressed in the European Strategy 
for Urban Environment (COM/2005/718), that favours a non-compulsory 
approach for cities towards a sustainable environme nt. Another related 
European policy is set by the Directives on Air Qua lity, that make 
compulsory the provision of measures by local autho rities so as to keep air 
pollutants under determined levels. 

Participants expressed their interest to continue t o work together in the 
future for cycling and sustainable development. Ind eed, the Structural 
Funds of the European Union, that will allocate 308  billion euros in the 
period 2007-2013 for regional development, include sustainable 
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development and urban issues as eligible priorities , and there are already 
projects being prepared for bike urban mobility. "C itizens want to go by 
bike, they know it will make their cities more wort h living, and they see 
that Europe could give help to get it", reported Fr ankas Wurft, from 
partner NGO Lithuanian Cyclist Community, from Viln ius. 

The 38 municipalities participating in these three projects represent 
around 4 million inhabitants from 13 countries of E urope.  

Press release, European INTERREG Projects, 19 Septe mber 2006 
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Are you keen to see more people cycling more often 

in New Zealand? 
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BikeNZ is currently recruiting to the position of Education Manager.  

This pivotal role within BikeNZ’s organisational structure is responsible for 
leading the development and delivery of technical education programmes that 
will embrace all cycling and biking disciplines – road, track, mountain biking and 
BMX.  

This role requires excellent planning, communication and administration skills. 
You will need to demonstrate a successful, proven record in business 
administration, however whilst a cycling background is desirable, it is not 
essential. In addition applicants should have: 

· Experience in administration, project and budget management 
· The ability to organise and manage multiple tasks and projects to meet 

deadlines 
· Experience within the field of sport development  

For a copy of the Job Description or to submit an application, email BikeNZ 
Operations Manager, Mike Byrne mike.byrne@bikenz.org.nz 
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HELP US PROMOTE  
 

… by wearing the CAN T-shirt, ‘Biking for a Better W orld’!  

 

T-shirts are NZ-made and $25 each.  
Available in x-small, small, medium or large sizes,  and in blue or red. 

Order by completing the form below and sending a ch eque to:  
CAN, PO Box 6491, Auckland.  

Any queries, please email secretary@can.org.nz.   

Wear the T-Shirt! 
 

Red or 
Blue? 

Size? 

(XS, S, M, L) 

Quantity 

‘BIKING FOR A  
BETTER WORLD’ 

   

 

Total due: $______________ 

Name: ______________________________________________________ 

Address: 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact e-mail: ______________________________________________ 
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Membership Benefits 

Fiesta Court Motel -  10% discount 

56 Heads Rd, Wanganui, Ph 0800 222 525 

Email: fiestacourtmotel@xtra.co.nz 

www.fiestacourtmotel.co.nz 

 �  �  �  

Surf the web on your bike! 

CAN’s website has a vast collection of cycling-rela ted weblinks from around 
the world, available for you to browse at: 

http://www.can.org.nz/links 

 

CAN – The perfect cycling gift anytime! 

Wondering what to give your cycling friend for thei r birthday? Why not give 
them a CAN subscription! They’ll receive regular is sues of ChainLinks , plus 
all the other benefits of CAN membership (discounts , cycling advice, etc). 

Just fill in the form at the back of this issue of ChainLinks  with their 
details; pop in your cheque and send it off Freepos t – easy! You can also 
download our joining form online at: 

http://www.can.org.nz/join 
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��� � ����	 
	
The Cycle AirHorn 

 
· 115dB (Loud Defence!) 

 
Cycle Safety (NZ): 

Specialist Motorist Repellent Tools 
 

Special price for CAN members: $38. 

 

Contact: 
Ben Adams 

cyclesafety@woosh.co.nz  
(09) 940 4343 



 31

 



 32

JOIN CAN NOW - Receive ChainLinks  every two months! 
Name  

Address  
  
Phone  

Fax  
Email  
Occupation  

MEMBERSHIP FEES (per calendar year) 

 Unwaged $15  Membership Fee $ 

 Waged $20  Plus a donation of $ 

 Family $25  Total $ 

 Supporting  
 Organisation 

$50  Please make cheque payable to Cycling 
Advocates Network 

Please send information about ‘Cycle Safe’ Insurance �  

How did you find out about CAN? 
 

 

Please send with your cheque to: Cycling Advocates Network, 
PO Box 6491, Auckland. You may use Freepost 147092.  

We respect your privacy and won’t give your details to anyone not affiliated with CAN. 
 

Deadline for next issue of ChainLinks : November 15 th 2006 

Please submit news items, articles, “Letters to the Editor”, “comment”, etc. Send to 
ChainLinks@can.org.nz , or post items c/o CAN, PO Box 6491, Auckland – 
electronic submission is strongly encouraged. For advertising enquiries please 
email secretary@can.org.nz  or write to CAN. 

                 


