
Cycle Aware Manawatu
 Meeting Thursday 24 September @ Square Edge
Attendance
Bronny, Leonora, Julie, Chris T, John C, John L, Glenn (PNCC senior transport engineer)
Apologies 
Will, Christine, Malcolm, Ernst 
	Item
	Discussion/ Comments

	Opening & Welcome
	Julie 

	Previous Minutes
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	Previous meeting minutes confirmed with no amendments



	Matters arising:


	-Website currently being updated and will be unavailable for the next couple of weeks 
-Environment Network Article done by Leonora
-Mary Mitchell to be informed of next meeting to discuss Adult Cycle Training  Bron


	Te Awe Awe st design
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	Glenn discussed Te Awe Awe street improvement, concerns and potential areas for action with the group. Very positive discussion and many alterations, both large and small were discussed, including removal of car parking in key areas to clear ways during peak traffic flow periods. 

	National election forum
	The Public Health Association are holing a meet the candidates evening and invite CAM to develop suitable questions for the candidates. The evening is focussed on health and will be held on Wednesday October 15, 6.30pm @ Te Manawa. CAM members are encouraged to attend and spread the word out to other cycling and special interest groups. Suggestions for one or two appropriate questions from CAM are to be forwarded to Bronny. 

	Manawatu Standard
	The Manawatu Standard are looking to no longer use young cyclists to deliver their paper. They will be employing adults who will ride scooters. CAM will write a letter to the editor. Bron to draft for Julie. 



	Behavioural change month
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	Chris has a proposal for events to run over the month of April and there is the potential for CAM to be involved. To be on agenda for next meeting.

	Next meeting
	Square Edge, Thursday 30 October, 7.30pm
Meetings held last Thursday of each month.
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Feed back on new road markings on Te Awe Awe Street from CAPN members

Advantages

1. For the most part we find the new road markings an improvement over what was there before, especially where there are defined lines for cyclists where they can feel safe.  

2. The green slurry regions are good.

3. Improved driver awareness of cyclists.

Disadvantages

1. Two major trouble spots are around T-intersections (e.g. Jickell Street and Victoria Ave intersections with Te Awe Awe Street).  These stretches have a centre turn lane and kerbside parking and there is not enough room to remain in the cycle lane.  Since drivers expect cyclists to remain in the cycle lane this has created a dangerous situation as the cyclist must pull out into the main traffic lane to safely negotiate the parked car.

Solution:  
Removal of car parks from around these intersections would significantly improve cycle safety and avoid driver angst due to the sudden cycling maneuvers required.

2. At several points there is a marked car parking space where the "cycle lane" narrows.  If a car is parked in the marked space, a cyclist has to move out of the cycle lane to avoid being knocked off if a car door is opened.


Solution:  
Have a ‘clearway’ at these congested spots during commuter times. 


Reduce parking to one side of the road only.

3. In some places the cycle lane is not distinguished at all from car parking spaces.  When given no boundary marks, cars tend to park far from the kerb - reducing the space available for cyclists so that they cannot safely pass on the left-hand side on the white line. 

Solution:  Clearly define the cycle lane from the car parks.  And consider having a ‘clearway’ during commuter times where space is limited.

4. Danger to cyclists turning right from Te Awe Awe Street into Fitzherbert Avenue from traffic going straight ahead.


Solution:  Advance stop boxes would help this greatly.

5. School pick up for Girls High students occurs on Te Awe Awe Steet near to the intersection with Awatea Terrace.  (details?) 
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Cycle Aware Manawatu

 Meeting Thursday 28 August @ Mr Chans

Attendance
Bronny, Leonora, Julie, Paul Buckley

Apologies 
Will, Christine, John L, John C.

		Item

		Discussion/ Comments



		Opening & Welcome

		Julie 



		Correspondence In / Out
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		-PNCC response to DAP 2009 submission received. Christine has recommended CAM reply to the response. Information to be sent to John C for action and Julie will put PNCC response on Website for all to see.

- Letter sent to PNCC re Te Awe Awe Street. Julie talked to letter and council offered written response and were invited to attend meeting. General talk re roading and advocacy. 

Christine sent information:


· Environment Network article space available – Julie to check on timeframes

· CAN chainlink – Do we want to contribute to the next CAN newsletter? Request received too late – look next time. Suggestion that key points from minutes be worked up to information bites for CAN. John C to be asked.


       These key contacts need to be changed from Christine to Julie – Bron to action

· Carless Day – Are we planning to do anything for this event? Information a bit

      late. Keen to support other agencies. Recommendation to link this to the EN


      article – action Leonora and Julie.

· Phil Etheridge asked CAM if interested in hosting a political forum with local 

      candidates for up coming election. Group felt too big a project for CAM. 

      Possibility to link to the Public Health Association who are hosting such an

      event.  Bron to ask for two cycling questions. Group agreed. Members to 


      forward questions. Bron to email Phil and cc Christine.





		Previous Minutes

		Previous meeting minutes confirmed with no amendments






		Matters arising:




		Kahuterawa – No submissions made by group

Tiritea Windfarm – Possible CAM advocacy. Resource Management application has been lodged with PNCC. Speak to Donald and email to wider cycling groups for key comments. Aim to link a forest and bird and asking if is keen to work on submissions with Bron.



		Projects
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		1. Airport project –Walk/Cycle track around the airport development. Advocacy at this stage. Paul will sent information on proposal to Julie for group. Feedback from group requested.  Do the members of CAM support the proposal  either in its present form or modified in some way?   What suggestions or modifications do members of CAM have to improve the proposal? (agenda for next meeting)

2. Training -Bron to set up meeting with Mary Mitchell re Adult Cycle Training and possible links to school programme. Possible agenda item at iMove meeting.


3. Glass – Leonora shared council response to tree across cycle path and their quick action. Touched briefly on need to keep glass issue at the fore of council and national action.


4. Bike Rack Competition – Bron to talk to NAPAG and iMove re project for Bike Wise Week.


5. Awareness Raising – Stalls at Massey universities orientation days. Cycle and walking prompting messages on radio ie: “Great day for walking and cycle” Active transport tips and promotions. Bron to take to Healthy Eating Healthy Action groups as they could pick this idea up.



		 Website

		Check out website and please join up  cms.cam.org.nz/Manawatu

Website teaching session was held at Julie’s. Leonora and Malcolm attended and Patrick and Andre from CAN led the session. Website started with information posted. Currently administered by Julie.



		Next meeting

		Square Edge, Thursday 25th September, 7.30pm

Meetings held last Thursday of each month.
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Cycling – Walking Track around the extended airport



The present plan is to close Milson Line and not build a new road around the extended airport.



This makes the construction of a Cycling-Walking Track around the boundary fence of the extended airport an attractive proposition. 



Proposal



That a cycling-Walking track be built just outside the boundary fence of the extended runway. The track would start at the point where Milson Line is closed at the city end and run west and around the end of the runway and continue back in an easterly direction to connect with Richardsons Line on the opposite side of the runway. 



A short spur cycling-walking track should be built to connect the boundary fence track with Milson Line at the point where it begins again beyond the airport extension.



Supporting Reasons



There are few off road walking or cycling tracks on the Milson side of town. (Compare this to the extensive new walkways being built in the subdivisions on the Massey side of the river).



The track would attract locals and visitors who want to go walking or cycling away from the traffic while watching planes take off and landing.  A similar track at Nelson Airport provides a popular viewing point for air traffic movements.



Such a track is safer for cyclists and pedestrians than sharing country roads with fast moving cars and trucks.



The cycling-walking track would provide access to the opposite side of the airport without the need to share the route with cars. For example to cross from Milson to Roberts Line and Railway Road.



The city should leverage the opportunity presented by the construction of the extended airport boundary fence and associated works to construct the proposed track.



If the building of the track is not integrated with the construction of the extended runway future uses of the purchased land such as long term leasing for grazing might preclude public access.



Future Developments



A long term plan should be developed to complete a cycling-walking track around the whole perimeter fence of the airport, except at points where present city roads serve this same purpose.
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Cycle Aware Palmerston North 
PO Box 961 



Palmerston North 
  



 



Submission on 



Palmerston North City Council ’s Draft Annual Plan 2008/09  
 
1.  INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Cycle Aware Palmerston North is a cycling advocacy group.  The current 



membership is approximately 40.  Our aim is to bring about improvements 
for cyclists and an increase in numbers cycling especially for every day 
transport.  Cycle Aware is a member of Cycle Advocates’ Network (CAN), the 
umbrella organization of cycling advocacy groups in New Zealand.  We 
encourage you to find out more about cycling advocacy by visiting the CAN 
website: www.can.org.nz 



 
1.2 Cycle Aware is making a significant contribution to World Environment day 



event in Palmerston North (June 5-7) as transport is one of the key areas of 
focus for this year’s World Environment Day, the theme of which is Kick the 
Carbon Habit. 



 
2.  MAJOR VARIANCES FROM THE 10  YEAR PLAN 



2.1 Cycle Aware does not support the reduction in the Active Transport 



implementation (Programme 705.02) from $5450,00 to $200,000.  We 



understand that there are two factors behind this significant funding cut: (i) 



the need for all activities and programmes to identify savings because of the 



Council’s financial position; and (ii) delays in progressing a particular project 



in the Summerhill Drive area.   
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2.2 If there is a need to defer a particular project we consider that some, if not 



all, of the expenditure budgeted in the LTCCP 2006/16 should be reallocated 



to other Active Transport initiatives.  A forum organised by Cycle Aware that 



took place in November 2006 highlighted a number of areas of cycling 



infrastructure which are seen as priorities for improving cyclist safety and 



encouraging more people to cycle for short trips.  Soon after that forum the 



government released for consultation the Discussion Paper Sustainable 



Transport – Update of the New Zealand Transport Strategy.   This document 



proposes a series for specific targets for the New Zealand Transport Strategy.  



Already the strategy has resulted in a significant funding boost for walking 



and cycling projects and future funding will be more closely aligned with the 



new targets.  The Discussion Paper has a proposed target of 30% of total trips 



in urban areas being by walking and cycling by 2040 (up from 17% at 



present).   



2.3 Even in the absence of government targets there is likely to be increasing use 



of walking and cycling as a result of fuel price increases.  With the 



introduction of the Emissions Trading Scheme (and the application of this to 



the energy sector – which includes transport as of 2009), there will be 



greater use of cycling for everyday transport.   



2.4 Already there has been growing interest in recreational cycling as evidenced 



by the increased numbers of imported bicycles.  In the Manawatu there is 



evidence of substantial increase in recreational cycling.  The Manawatu 



Masters Cycling Club membership has reached 160 - the highest in its 15 year 



existence.  In addition, there is the Marist Cycling Club with approximately 60 



members, and other clubs/groups with approximately 30 members.  We 



expect that membership is now at an all-time high but also will increase given 



the popularity of cycling across a wide range of age groups and with both 



males and females 
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2.5 With more emphasis on cycling and more interest in cycling it is vital that the 



road environment cater more adequately for cyclists.  Additional capital 



projects should be allocated the funding not required in 2008/09 for 



Summerhill Drive.  The Cycling Forum and our previous submissions have 



identified a number of project that do not involve significant planning, 



and/or which address cycling infrastructure concerns that have existed for 



many years.  The priorities reiterated at the November Cycling Forum were: 



more  on-road cycle lanes and new off-road cycle paths.  Many other local 



authorities have significant projects underway for expanded off-road cycling 



routes (e.g. the district councils in Taranaki, Taupo District Council).  



Participants at the Cycling Forum noted, in particular, the value of routes 



between PN and Longburn, PN and Ashhurst, and - as a top priority - PN to 



Feilding.  We are aware the Manawatu District Council and community 



groups are keen to progress a sealed path between PN and Feilding. 



2.6 For urban cyclists, green slurry and advance stop boxes , cycle 



sensors and plentiful secure cycle parking facilities are seen as vital 



for cyclist safety and perceptions of safety. Green slurry is used in Palmerston 



North generally only in short patches and more continuous marking is 



needed.  Many councils now regard cycle parking as a key element of their 



urban design and cycle stands are very easy to identify and are stylish.  In 



Palmerston North there are a number of key destinations in the city where 



convenient cycle parking is not available – for examples, immediately outside 



the new Council Customer Service Centre there is an ideal location for a 



sheltered cycle stand.  In other places, especially in the CBD, the amount of 



parking is very limited and demand is outstripping supply.  In several key 



areas where people want to leave cycles (airport, railway station, Tranzit, 



Main St bus terminus) there is no suitable storage.  A further area for funding 



is lighting for the riverbank cycle path – in particular, the sealed path from 



the Fitzherbert Bridge to Dittmer Drive but also the mainly  unsealed path 
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from the Fitzherbert Bridge to Te Matai Road.  We are very pleased to see 



the small bit of seal that was recently added near Ruahine St and regard the 



sealing of the whole length to be a matter of high priority to allow for 



commuter cycling rather than confining it to mainly recreational cycling).  



We would also recommend sealing a path from Buick Crescent to Dittmer 



Drive so commuters in that area also have a suitable link to the Esplanade 



cycling path. 



2.7 In our experience in recent years development of cycling infrastructure has 



often been hampered by lack of data on cycling (numbers ,  trends ,  



cyclist perceptions , non-cyclist perceptions). The full Active 



Transport implementation programme funding in the LTCCP for 2008/09 can 



be used for more research and data-gathering, as well as monitoring of 



implementation (all of which are currently under-resourced) if infrastructure 



has to be delayed and funds are not spent.  In addition funds could be used to 



assist private businesses and community organisations to provide cycle 



parking. 



2.8 Cycle Aware does not support deferral of the Railway Road Cycleway to 



2009/10 (Partnership with Te Araroa) (p9).  Cyclists have no suitable 



alternative to Railway Road which is an important route for cycling to and 



from Bunnythorpe and further north.  With the North East Industrial Zone 



this area is experiencing increasing volumes of traffic.  The Draft Annual Plan 



states on p9 that the Railway Road Cycling is deferred to 2009/2010 but on 



p69 it states that Railway Road Cycleway Programme 705.19 is amalgamated 



in Minor safety.  A wide continuous cycle lane or path is urgently needed. 



2.9 Cycle Aware notes that PNCC intends to develop a Council Climate Change 



strategy.  We support this and highlight the very significant impact of 



transport emissions on NZ’s greenhouse gas emissions.  In order to support a 



transition to a low carbon economy, Cycle Aware recommends that PNCC 
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reconsider a number of areas of proposed increased expenditure such as  $1.4 



m for the Ring Road Development (Programme 701.47, p69) and funding 



capital for PN Airport which appear to assume current patterns of transport 



use and which do not take into account significant increases in fuel from 



2009 with the introduction of the Emissions Trading Scheme.  



 
We thank Council for the opportunity to make a submission and we would like to 
present this submission at a Hearing Committee.  Our preferred time is Thursday 15 
May, 4.30-6.30pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
Christine Cheyne 
CAPN Co-secretary 
27 April 2008 
Contact details: 
C.M.Cheyne@massey.ac.nz 
Ph 3569099 ext 2816 
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Outline of Chris’s thoughts for discussion at next meeting:


On each Wednesday in April 2009 (1,8,15,22,29) encourage some sort of positive environmental action, perhaps as follows:

 1st: April Fool's Day (sort your rubbish properly day - PNCC to sponsor with prizes for those doing it right - no joke)

8th: Walk to work/school day (Living Streets to lead)

15th: Ride a bike to work/school day (CAM to lead)

22nd: Earth Day event (not sure what) (PNCET/ENM to lead)

29th: Take a bus to work/school day (MWRC to lead with free buses or plenty of prizes for bus riders)

I chose April to tie in with Earth Day but also because the usual summer events organised by the PNCC seem to be over by then, mostly occurring in February and March. The weather is usually pretty settled and dry in April too.

Note Earth Hour 2009 is from 8.30-9.30 March 28th 2009 (Saturday before April 1 and the day after Festival of Cultures week ends) which could also be incorporated (maybe access, for a fee, to the rooftop of a tall building to let people see all the lights go off).

It might also tie in well with iMove (Sport Manawatu) which often runs walk/cycle to school days about that time of year although some of it may be school holidays.

In terms of CAM, I'm thinking of it being primarily responsible for the cycling day (besides food/prizes, could also tie it into awareness re lighting up for winter, wearing high visibility clothing, bike checks (CrankIt?), a speaker, a delivery challenge like JohnHornblow says he did a couple of years ago...)

Regards,
Chris


